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President's Message


Well, a Very Happy New Year to you all
During the freezing weather I hoped you could all
feel my expressions of sympathy aimed at you from
the west coast where I saw primroses, pansies and
fuchsias blooming outside in the gardens!!


Now we are starting on a new and hopefully
very successful year. Our main show will be the
beginning of May, which should give us all lots of
time to propagate and cultivate to produce the most
spectacular show ever.


In the meantime our newsletter editor is
expressing her frustrations; she would like to
produce the most spectacular newsletter but is
dependent on us for new material. How many of us
have promised to write something and then put it
off because of other business? If we don't make any
other new year resolutions, let us at least promise
and follow through  on writing something. It doesn't
have to be long or scientific; even a short comment
on some experience you have had with growing any
one of our various types of plants would be
interesting. Or do you have questions you need
answers to. Particularly for those of you who cannot
come to all of the meetings, perhaps we need a
question and answer column so we could make
better use of those members who are experts in
special fields. If this would appeal to you, let us
know.


Also let me make a special appeal to all of
you to answer the questionnaire which is being
enclosed with this newsletter. Your co-operation is
important if we are to have the kind of Society
which will appeal to all of you.


Betty Wangenheim.
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PLAYBACK
by 'The listener'


A smaller than usual turnout did nothing to
reduce the quantity, quality or variety of food
enjoyed by our members at the annual Christmas
potluck luncheon.


The Christmas spirit was evident during a
members' gift exchange preceded by a lively
auction that resulted in the Club adding almost


$100. to its bank account.
Season's greetings were exchanged before


a contented group took its leave for another year.


Happy New Year.


*************************


I belong to the Credit Valley Horticultural
Society and its December newsletter there was the
following timely tip which I now pass on to you:


'There are alternatives to using rock salt on
your driveways and pathways which will not
cause corrosion or turn your lawn brown. One
product is called Ice Melter. The active ingredient
is Urea which is high in nitrogen and will not
harm animals or vegetation. In fact, if some
should get on your lawn, it will help it grow next
spring. Rock salt generally will not work in
temperatures below 0°F but Ice Melter will.
Although more expensive, you use far less.'
Editor. (Idea by Monte Watler).


*************************


PROGRAMME


DR. BEVERLEY BRITT
"PESTICIDES AND INSECTICIDES"


THE CIVIC GARDEN CENTRE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14TH, 2:00 P.M.
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President's Message


January has been a pleasant introduction to
1990; we will just hope the rest of the year is as
enjoyable.


Our first meeting of the year was a great
success. Beverley Britt gave us warning of the
dangers connected with the use of many pesticides
and gave recommendations as to alternate means to
protect our plants and ourselves.


Betty Tapping and Jane Robb gave us
assurance that all formal plans for the spring show
are well underway. Now, all that remains is for all
of you to get started planting seeds and getting your
other plants in order for our show; I have faith you
will all cooperate.


Betty Wangenheim


PROGRAMME


PRESENTATION BY REPRESENTATIVE OF
SAFER'S PRODUCTS


MARCH 11


PRESENTATION BY CLEO KOHM ON
ALPINE GESNERIADS


APRIL 8


ANNUAL SHOW
MAY 5 & 6


PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
PRESENTATION BY PAUL KROLL ON
SAINTPAULIAS


JUNE 10
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PLAYBACK
By 'The Listener'


It seems hard to believe that another new
year -not to mention a new decade-has begun!


Betty greeted the members on January
14th and wished everyone a Happy New Year,
along with a reminder to begin planning for our
May show by starting cuttings of plants, that will
be well established by May for our sales table, and
selecting plants we would like to enter in the
show. Betty Tapping and Jane Robb will be
working together to organize the show and will be
seeking volunteers to assist in various areas.
Please volunteer your time and support when
called upon.


Members were reminded to hand in their
name tags at the end of each meeting. 16 name
tags are missing. Please check and see if one of
them is yours.


Following the business section of the
meeting we held our Show and Tell segment with
exhibits brought in by Monte Watler, Lucille
Goodin, Betty Tapping, Mel Tintpulver, Ralph
Robinson, Pat and Susan Smith.


Pat Smith led a silent auction featuring
two beautiful Streptocarpus donated by Ralph
Robinson. Spirited bidding added $20 to the TGS
bank account and two happy members, Marion
DesRoches who bought Strep 'Trident' and Betty
Burckholder who purchased Strep 'Electra'; both
plants featured an incredible amount of bloom.


Following our break, Beverley Britt gave
a thought-provoking talk on pesticides and
emphasized the care we should take in handling
these products. Beverley also supplied us with
informative literature; extra copies will be
available at the February meeting if you didn't
receive one.


February is our annual dog show, giving
the members an opportunity to bring in all those
struggling plants that need advice on
improvement. Betty Tapping will address our new
members in particular as she tells about growing
for show for novices.


See you all on Sunday, February 11th.


***************
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INSECTS I HAVE KNOWN
by JANE ROBB


How many times have you had an indoor
gardening question answered by "It depends"? It
depends on your humidity, soil mix, watering
habit, etc. There is no simple right or wrong way
to grow plants. The same holds true for treatment
of insect problems. Every plant lover will sooner
or later be confronted with one of the many pests
around today. If you're a lazy gardener like me, it
will probably be sooner.


SPIDER MITE moved in with my first
plants in 1984. They've never bothered my
gesneriads, but hibiscus and ivy are another
matter. Dropping leaves with yellow stippling,
honeydew at the leaf base and nearly invisible
spider webs are sure signs of this pest. They will
kill a plant quickly unless treated. Spray the plant
thoroughly with Safer's Insecticidal Soap and
allow to dry. Lay the pot on its side in the bathtub
and spray well with lukewarm water. A handheld
showerhead makes it easier to spray thoroughly
without washing all the soil out of the pot. Safer's
recommends a weekly application for 3 weeks.


I've never tried it on hairy-leaf plants like
Saintpaulia, but it can definitely harm sweet peas,
nasturtiums and ferns. Gesnerias (as opposed to
gesneriads) dislike any type of insecticidal spray.


Increase the air humidity to help prevent
another infestation. If repeat treatments are
needed, alternate with another insecticide like
Loblaw's No-name pyrethrin sprays. Insects are
very adaptable and can build up an immunity to a
single spray. The same treatment can work for
aphids. Your smooth leaf plants will love a
periodic shower, especially if you have a smoker
in the house.


FUNGUS GNATS are more irritating to
you than harmful to your plants. Swarms of tiny
black flies, smaller than fruit flies, lay their eggs
in the soil.


Overwatering a soil mix heavy with
organic matter is usually the cause. Wilson's
Potted Plant Soil Insecticide Dust(2% Diazinon)
can clear them up, but I've found it hard to apply
to the soil without disturbing the leaves. They
recently introduced a similar product called
'Fungus Gnat Killer' (.5% Chlorpyrifos). If you
want to avoid the use of a chemical, reduce
watering to a minimum instead. As long as the
roots are still healthy, the problem should correct
itself.


SPRINGTAILS are another soil-borne
pest treatable with Wilson's Potted Plant Soil
Insecticide. These almost microscopic insects do
a jumping-bean imitation on the soil surface.


In my first attempt to get rid of them, I
watered in a solution of one tablespoon bleach to
a gallon of water. The springtails seemed
unaffected, but leaf damage appeared shortly after.
Perhaps the soil was too dry when I watered it in.


You don't isolate your plants? Be prepared
for WHITEFLY. I keep new plants in a clear
plastic umbrella greenhouse for 40 days with a
S.W.A.T. Insect Strip (19.2% Dichlorvos, .8%
related active ingredients). Unfortunately, I broke
my own rules last summer and suffered the
consequences. Small whiteflies took flight when
some plants were disturbed. Eggs and nymphs
clung stubbornly to the back of leaves. Treating or
throwing out individual plants was a losing battle. 


Theoretically a thorough spraying of the
plant room with 'Konk Too' (Pyrethrins -.67%,
Piperonyl Butoxide - 4.05%) 8 times at 5 day
intervals will clear up a problem. This kind of
rigid schedule was impossible for me to maintain.
After consulting several members, I decided to
invest in the 'Air Guard Mister' with 'Konk 409'
(Pyrethrins - .975%, Piperonyl Butoxide - 1.95%,
N-Octyl Bicycloheptene Dicarboximide -3.21%).
These are some of the safest insecticides known,
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but toxic to fish. The dispenser mounts on the
wall of your plant room and automatically
dispenses a small amount of insecticide every 71
minutes. One container lasted a month, and
cleared my plants of white-fly. For me, the
dispenser was a worthwhile investment.


SOIL MEALYBUG is the most insidious
problem I've had. If you look closely, the actual
insect is similar to the foliar mealybug. The
cottony mass around it is only obvious in a very
serious infestation. The first indication is usually
insoluble, uniform, dust-like particles in drainage
water from the pot. Sometimes you can see mature
insects themselves in the water. Remove the plant
from its pot and examine the soil. The small,
fleshy, white insects are hard to see if you use
perlite in your soil mix. Streptocarpus is definitely
a favourite of this bug, but other plants like
Sinningia and Saintpaulia are not immune. Left
untreated, the problem will spread and your plants
will start a slow decline. One member I know
tried successive soil treatments with Cygon 2E
and still didn't eradicate the pest. This is one
chemical they do not recommend for indoor use. 


The toxic effect of Cygon remains in the
soil and plant material for months. I don't know of
a safe and effective chemical treatment for soil
mealybug. Do readers? If you really don't want to
lose the plant, take a cutting well above the soil
line and brush it with Isopropyl Alcohol. Throw
suspect soil in the garbage and disinfect pots, trays
and light stand with bleach. Mat and wick
watering from a common reservoir could spread
soil mealybug to all the plants on a tray.


Individual saucers for plants could prevent
a major problem. Knock a new plant out of its pot
and check the roots and soil before you isolate it.


If in doubt, take a cutting and throw the
pot and soil out. Many people do this
automatically with new plants. Someone else's
soil mix may be too heavy or light for your
watering habits. Also, you have no way of
knowing if a long-lasting systemic insecticide
remains in the soil.


Here are some suggestions for prevention
and early detection of insect problems.


Carefully examine the foliage and soil of
new plants before isolating. Consider replacing
the soil mix or taking a cutting. Isolate plants 40
days to avoid whitefly or 5 months to avoid
blossom thrip.


Keep your growing area and utensils clean. 


Soak used pots and trays in a vinegar and
water solution to remove mineral salts and scrub
with an old nailbrush. Soak in a bleach solution to
disinfect, rinse with clear water and drain. Inspect
your plants and soil regularly. Wash your hands
frequently when working with your plants.


If you find a new plant has insects, tell the
grower, diplomatically of course. They should
thank you. If you're battling an insect problem,
keep your plants at home until it's beaten.


There are hundreds of insecticides on the
market, and more coming out all the time. Some
labels promise effectiveness against a wide range
of insects. I suspect many are only effective under
laboratory conditions.


Get a number of opinions before choosing
a treatment. There are no simple answers. Have
you caught the problem early? Is insect control or
eradication your goal? How close is your growing
area to your living area? What level of toxicity are
you comfortable with? Only you can decide. Have
you found other treatments that work for you?
Have you experience with other insects? Drop our
editor a note describing them. We can learn a-lot
from each other.


*************
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TREASURER'S REPORT


Balance December 31, 1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,824.82


Receipts January-December 1989 


Plant Sales $1,197.25
T.G.S. Memberships  1,068.00
A.G.G.S. Memberships  1,076.00
Refreshments 382.15
Tapping's Soil (Sales Commission)  80.92
Plants 'N' Things (Sales Commission)  40.86
Books (Resale)  42.75
Auctions 108.00
Bank Interest 181.03


$4,176.96


Disbursements 


Newsletters, Postage and Supplies $1,265.99
Refreshments Supplies  112.98
A.G.G.S. Memberships  1,314.16
Civic Garden Centre Rental  1,110.00
Civic Garden Centre 'Trellis' Advertisements 144.00
Library Subscriptions 18.67
April Show Expenses 196.76
May A.G.G.S. Slide Show 36.76
A.G.G.S. Show and Judges Manual  135.44
Milne House T.G.S. Show Supply 6.00
A.G.G.S. Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund 63.70
Gesneriad Research Foundation 1989-90 247.45
Treasurer's Supplies  13.80
A.G.G.S. 1990 Show Awards 124.15
A.V.S.C. 1990 Show Awards 25.00
T.G.S. Insurance 57.80
Miracle House Plants, Donation to Allan Gardens(Book) 7.00
Christmas Party Supplies 82.80


$4,962.46


Balance Forward December 31, 1989 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,039.32


CHARLES REEVES


TREASURER.
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President's Message


Plans are well advanced for our May show.
Each chairperson is clear about his or her
responsibilities and is gathering helpers to carry
these out. I cannot stress too much that now we are
relying on all the members to help -- growing and
grooming plants for show and propagating extras
for the sales table, and even (one can never be too
early) baking and freezing cakes and cookies for the
refreshment table.


I would like to put out a special plea to the
novices, those who have never entered plants in a
show:- you may enter in any category including the
special novice category; in addition, if you do not
feel like competing, you may bring plants for
display only. This is perfectly okay to do. Just
remember, you could feel regretful if you didn't
bring in plants and then realized some of your's 


were at least as good as those that won ribbons. In
addition, the more plants we bring together, the
greater the impression we make on our visitors.


Betty Wangenheim


PROGRAMME


PRESENTATION BY REPRESENTATIVE OF
SAFER'S PRODUCTS


MARCH 11


PRESENTATION BY CLEO KOHM ON
ALPINE GESNERIADS


APRIL 8


ANNUAL SHOW
MAY 5 & 6


PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 


PRESENTATION BY PAUL KROLL ON
SAINTPAULIAS


JUNE 10
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PLAYBACK
By 'The Listener'


Pat Smith opened our February meeting in
Betty's absence (she was enjoying an opera at the
time). Pat reminded the members that the Quebec
City A.G.G.S. Convention information was
published in the last edition of the Gloxinian and
that the Quebec society is depending on us to
participate as fully as possible with show and
sales table plants.


Our society sends its congratulations to Dr.
Beverley Britt for her successful research work on
a condition called malignant hyperthermia.


Show and Tell provided us with some
insight into growing Sinningia "Zel" which was
blooming profusely; also an unnamed Kohleria
with numerous orange flowers grown by Monte
Watler. Betty Tapping presented two Episcias and
a floriferous Columnea "Early Bird". Ralph
Robinson, Josi Stefaniak and Mel Tintpulver also
participated with a variety of blooming plants.


Our February dog show seems to be an
annual event and one much enjoyed and
appreciated by the group. It is a learning
experience for us all. Prizes were given to the best
dogs on the table.


Following our 'break', Betty Tapping spoke
to the group, the novices in particular, on care and
growing to show. Some plants need special
conditions but not all. Betty recommends novices
grow something that is easy and well adapted to
their conditions at home, giving the plants good
light and fertilizer and renewing the soil
periodically. Betty recommends Columnea"Early
Bird" -an everbloomer- and Episcia "Karlyn" -a
wonderful grower and trailer- for novices. Betty
reminded the group not to be bashful in asking
questions and to bring plants in whenever a
problem arises.


She passed along suggestions for
rejuvenating and cleaning up plants. Thank you,
Betty; your advice benefits us all, novice and
veteran grower alike.


Mel Tintpulver followed Betty and shared
some of his Sinningia seeds with members of the
group. We should have plants aplenty for our May
show sales table. Thank you, Mel.


As a finale, Pat Smith conducted an
auction with articles donated to the society by
Sheila Jupp who is in the process of moving.
Thank you, Sheila.


See you on Sunday, March 11th.
*****************


It has been such a miserable February I
feel we will never reach "Dunfreezin".


Editor.
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MORE ON INSECTICIDES
By MONTE WATLER


"An ounce of prevention" is worth "a
pound of cure" or, in a more up-to-date language,
"a milligram of prevention" is worth "a kilo of
cure" and there is no situation where that is more
applicable than when we are dealing with
insecticides, pesticides and miticides. For years
we have thrown caution to the wind by using and
disposing of highly dangerous chemicals which
may have affected our health and that of our loved
ones, as well as the environment. Today we are
becoming more aware of these dangers and are
trying to do something about them.


As indoor gardeners, our first priority is to
use 'prevention' rather than the 'cure'. We can do
this by thoroughly screening and isolating any
new plants that we may be adding to our
collection, regardless of from what source they
may have been obtained: the nursery,
super-market, plant sales table or even your best
friend. Just keep in mind that every new plant has
the potential of being the one that will destroy
your entire collection. Before taking possession of
the plant, look at it very carefully and, if there are
any signs of an infestation, drop it like a hot
potato. After having bought a plant, the first step
is to isolate it. This can
be done by keeping it in an area as far away from
your plant room as possible; an area which will be
designated as your 'isolation ward'. For growers
with limited space and where a separate room may
not be feasible, a 'plastic growing umbrella'
(which is available from some of the plant
material suppliers) is an excellent alternative.
When plants are brought in they should again be
closely scrutinized every 2 or 3 days with the aid
of a magnifying glass. After an isolation period of
5 to 6 weeks, and after being quite convinced that
there are no 'stowaways', let the soil partially dry
out and remove the plant from the container.
Remove as much of the soil as possible by gently
rubbing the root system, then wash it under the tap
with lukewarm water. Carefully examine the root
system for pests, such as soil mealybugs or
nematodes. If it should pass the fitness test, repot


in fresh soil and in a clean pot. I prefer to do my
repotting away from the area in which I have the
old soil and pot. The plant is now ready to
graduate to the growing area.


In spite of all these precautions we are still
an open target for pests and it is sometimes a
mystery how they find themselves to the plant
room. Oftentimes we are the conveyors of these
unwanted pests. We can transport them by
bringing cut flowers in the house or by going to
the plant room after working in the outside
garden. One should always shower and change
clothes after working outside and before going
near our indoor plants. Always be on the lookout
for that first sign of flying white, reddish mites,
cottony substance or even a discoloured leaf.
Should you deem it necessary to use an
insecticide, pesticide or miticide, then please
follow the instructions very carefully. It pays to be
overcautious. Treat them all as deadly poisons. In
spite of the manufacturer's mitigated phrasing of
instructions, they are all potentially dangerous to
your health and the environment. Remember, if
you can eradicate a bug, it could possibly have the
same effect on you. Before using the product,
ensure that your entire body is covered. Do not
leave any area of the skin unprotected. Avoid
breathing in the fumes by wearing a mask and
cover your hands with rubber gloves. Many of the
products will break down in a very short time
while others will become more potent with age.
Buy in small amounts so that you are not tempted
to store leftovers. If you have to discard it, please
do not dispose of it by flushing it down the toilet
or sink; otherwise it will find itself in the
tap-water which you are drinking. Some
municipalities provide a disposal service for toxic
material such as insecticides and paints. Contact
your local government and enquire about the
service. If it is not available, I would suggest you
light a fire under your local representative or M.P.
and get the ball rolling.


The following is condensed information
from a leaflet distributed by Dr. Britt at a recent
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lecture. Only those chemicals that are most
commonly used by indoor gardeners are listed. If
you  wish a complete list as composed by Dr.
Britt, please contact me and I will send  you a
copy.


FUNGICIDES


Sulphur - Flowers of Sulphur
- Used for powdery mildew and
black spot.


Toxicity - Safe for man, but may be
toxic to certain plants.


Benomyl and Benlate
- Used to control downy mildew,
powdery mildew, leaf mould,
botrytis and petal blight.


Toxicity - Irritant. Avoid contact with skin
or eyes. Do not inhale or ingest.


Ferbam and Fermate
- Used for botrytis.


Toxicity - Irritates skin and mucosa of
mouth and throat.
- Damages kidneys. Avoid contact
with skin and do not inhale or
ingest.


Zineb
-   Used for downy mildew, botrytis
and petal blight. 


Toxicity - Increased incidence of cancer
and congenital abnormalities.


Captan
- Used for damping off, stem rot,
botrytis.


Toxicity - Irritates skin and eyes.
- Causes vomiting and diarrhoea.
- Increases incidence of cancer.
- Avoid contact with skin and
eyes. Do not inhale or ingest.


INSECTICIDES & MITICIDES 


Malathion
- A contact insecticide.
- Used for control of thrips, scale
insects, red spider mites and
cyclamen mites.


Toxicity - Lack of appetite, nausea,
vomiting, diarrhoea, abdominal
pain, increased salivation,
pupillary constriction, bronchial
constriction, muscle twitching,
convulsions, coma and respiratory
failure. Avoid contact with skin
and do not inhale or ingest.


Cygon
- A systemic insecticide and a
miticide.
- Used against scale insects,
cyclamen mites, red spider mites,
aphids, thrips and white flies.


Toxicity - Same as Malathion but much
more severe and longer lasting.


Pyrethrin and Konk
- A contact insecticide and a
miticide (botanical).
- Used against aphids, white flies
and cyclamen mites.


Toxicity - One of the safest insecticides but
does have marked allergenic
properties; can cause, in
susceptible individuals, severe
allergic dermatitis, systemic
allergic reactions, nervous tinnitus,
headaches and other central
nervous system disturbances.
- Paralyzes fish.


Ambush 50EC
- Is a new synthetic pyrethroid
insecticide of low mammalian
toxicity. It is a fast acting
stomach and contact insecticide
with no systemic or fumigant
effect.
- Used for control of white flies.
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Toxicity - Very toxic to bees and fish.
- May cause allergic reactions to
susceptible individuals.
- Do not inhale or ingest.


Kelthane
- A miticide.
- Used against cyclamen mite. 


Toxicity - Irritates skin.
- Can cause convulsions and
coma.
- Inflammable.
- Do not use near a flame. Avoid
contact with skin and eyes. Do not
inhale or ingest.


*******


PLANTING SEEDS


There was a time when any seeds I planted
damped off; i.e. they keeled oven, and died. I
overcame this problem by adding peat moss to a
good ½" above the potting soil before laying the
seeds. This acted as a barrier between the seeds
and the soil, the latter of which apparently caused
the damping off. The following are the steps for
my manner of planting seeds in a squatty pot of 5"
diameter with a height of 2 ½". Naturally, a
smaller pot can be used, depending on the amount
of seeds being planted.


1. Rub the peat moss between your hands to make
it as fine as possible.
2. Place the peat moss in a container and add
boiling water to ensure nothing is being bred other
than plantlets.
3. Moisten the soil well and lay it on the bottom of
the pot to a depth of about 1 ½".
4. Drain the peat moss and lay about ½" of this on
top of the soil.
5. Take a piece of paper, the colour of which will
show up the seeds.
6. Lay the seeds on the paper and with a very fine
brush gently separate the seeds about 1/8" apart in
a straight line about 6" long; gently brush the
remaining seeds to one side to await their
operation.
7. Cut a piece of white thread (or any other colour


that will stand out against the peat moss and
seeds) about 7" long.
8. Moisten the thread well by running it through
yours mouth a numbers of times.
9. Lay the thread on top of the straight line of
seeds; the seeds adhere to the moisture on the
thread.
10.Gently pick up the seed thread and lay it in a
circle in the pot.
11. Continue from step 6 on with the next lot of
seeds, diminishing the length of seeds and thread 
after the outer area of the pot has been covered.
12.The odd seed that does not adhere to the thread
can be panted in any area in which the thread does
not appears.
13. Place pot in a plastic bag, blow the bag up by
breathing into it and close with a tie. (A used
bread bag serves well). Or if you are fortunate
enough to have a plastic cover that will fit the pot,
save your breath.
14. Never water the seeds from the top.
15. Place under lights.


A lot of work? yes, but then I do not have a steady
hand.


Editor.


P.S. I immediately place a lid on the container
after pouring the boiling water on the peat moss,
so that the steam will help as well to kill any
unwanted tenants. This was a long-ago tip from
Betty Tapping.
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President's Message


Every time I think it is safe to believe that
spring is really here I hear about snow "flurries" so
dense that they cause massive traffic accidents on
our highways!


Nevertheless, it appears tulips and other
spring bulbs are really pushing up and developing
buds while indoors our gesneriads are perking up
and showing how glad they are that spring is here.
I hope someone can provide me with a scientific
explanation why even those plants grown under
lights in basements know when the seasons are
changing.


I am looking forward to seeing you all
"blossoming" at the meeting on (I hope) a beautiful
spring day.


Betty Wangenheim


PROGRAMME


PRESENTATION BY CLEO KOHM ON 
ALPINE GESNERIADS


APRIL 8


ANNUAL SHOW
MAY 5 & 6


PRESENTATION OF AWARDS


PRESENTATION BY PAUL KROLL ON
SAINTPAULIAS


JUNE 10


MAY SHOW


Enclosed is your entry sheet for listing the
plants you will be exhibiting. Please have all your
entries listed thereon when you bring in your plants
and designs. If any of your exhibits should meet
with a disaster enroute, it is very easy to scratch
them from your list.


**********
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PLAYBACK
By 'The Listener'


Betty announced at the opening of the
meeting that there would be a change in the
programme due to the fact that the spokesperson
from Safer’s was unable to attend; instead John
Beaulieu would present a selection of slides he and
Marylou had taken at several of the shows and
greenhouses they have visited.


Moving right along, Monte led off Show and
Tell with his unnamed Tricantha, Sinningias 'Red
Sizzle', 'Ted Bona' and a selection of Mel's hybrids,
along with an interesting Chirita micromusa with
yellow blooms which is now owned by Inez.


Jane Robb presented Sinningia concinna
grown from seed.


Ralph Robinson, showed a selection of
Saintpaulia species.


Ron Myhr displayed a floriferous group of
Streptocarpus and Achimenes as well as
Aeschynanthus seeds to share with the group.


Sue Smith rounded off Show and Tell with


Streptocarpus 'Venus’.


Following this Betty Tapping informed the
members that the form for entering plants in the May 
show would be included in the April Newsletter.


Betty is collecting the awards for the 50
classes in this year’s show and would appreciate
anything the members would care to contribute.


Jane Robb put in a request for volunteers for
placement and clerking at the show.


Pat Smith led yet another auction, featuring
such articles as a terrarium and a collection of plant
products (including a light meter) donated by Sheila
Jupp, Streptocarpus plants donated by Ron Myhr
and an apple cake baked by Monte Watler; hope you
enjoyed it, Bud.


Following out break, we enjoyed John's slide
presentation. Thank you, John, for coming on such
short notice.


********
A number of our dedicated members


manned our booth at the Home and Garden Show at
the International Centre and they related two cute
incidents that happened; I now pass them on to you.


Our Treasurer, Charles Reeves, had brought
in a Sinningia speciosa tuber, that had sprouted a
few leaves, to show that a tuber can indicate new
growth without being potted. A female visitor to the
show was astounded and remarked "I didn't know
you could grow an African violet in a potato!"


Another specimen we had on display was an
unusual Streptocarpus, the blossom of which was
not unlike that of a Miltonia orchid. Another female
visitor insisted it was an orchid. When she was
corrected she replied "Don't tell me that; I know an
orchid when I see one and I have seen IT on the


orchid sales table selling for $30."
*************


Monte has a friend who is determined to
learn the French language and is consequently
attending French class with other English speaking
students. He persists in speaking French to them but
they do not respond in like tongue. Recently the
class had a refreshment table manned by one of the
female students and on it were some cookies which
appeared to be made of oatbran, the French word
for which is Avoine (pronounced 'ave one). He
pointed to a plate of cookies and asked "Avoine?"
She replied "Yes, of course, have two or three; they
are very good".


**************
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This is my last month as your temporary
editor. Ruth Fleming has kindly agreed to fill this
post, so please remember she needs your
contributions.


As this is my exit, I am filling this
newsletter with a lot of bits and pieces that have
been of interest to me. If you do not agree, blame
yourself for not submitting an article. But firstly I
wish to thank Monte Watler for his neatly typed
submissions; many months, there would have
been no articles but for his efforts. My thanks too
to Jane Robb for her recent article. It was a
pleasure to copy; it way neatly written, double
spaced and very legible. I am sure most of you
have received plants from Jane from time to time
and know how clean and well grown they are. I
wonder if there is anything she does not do well.
My thanks as well to Susan Smith for her monthly
'Listener’. Don't let these complimentary
comments deter the rest of you from submitting
items for YOUR newsletter; an editor is mainly
interested in receiving items to publish not in how
nicely it is presented.


SMOKING
You will have noted that the addicts in our


Society congregate at the outer door for their fix
during coffee breaks at the meetings. Being one,
I can tolerate being segregated as long as I am
never 'fanned' off the property.


FOR AFRICAN VIOLETORS
I have read that to encourage


suckering of chimeras you should make a
puncture in the violet stem
just above a node. Insert a sharply pointed
wooden skewer or one of the thicker pointed


toothpicks just deep enough to penetrate the first
and second layers of tissue. Gently turn the skewer
either direction and remove. The wound forms a
callous and sprouts new growth in six to fourteen
days, eventually making suckers which can be
removed and potted up. This might be a good
method to try on trailers as well.


DETECTING SPIDER MITES
To determine if you have an infestation of


spider mites, liberally mist the plant’s foliage and
shine a lamp on the plant. The light will glint off
the silky webs so they can be seen with the naked
eye. Usually a good rinsing of the foliage under a
running tap will get rid of the pests. They seem to
thrive under dry conditions. I read one time that a
saline solution has been used for years to control
insects by distorting their body chemistry. To
control spider mites in greenhouses gardeners
have sprayed a weak solution of one oz. of
common table salt to a gallon of water.


PUSSY WILLOWS
I note our supermarkets are displaying


pussy willows for sale
and it reminded me of
t h e  i n g e n u i t y
displayed by the artist
of the following
drawing. It was
notepaper used by a
Vancouver plant lover
(Ann Moser) and I
thought it such a neat
idea that I had it
reduced. I now submit
i t  f o r  y o u r
appreciation.
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GRANDMA
It must be 20 years ago that I came across


an old gardening book in which it was plain to
read that the author dearly respected and loved his
grandmother. Unfortunately, I have never again
been able to find the book, but I did photostat
back then a few of the pages and am pleased to
share with you hereunder a few excerpts on
Grandma. On one of the two pages on which these
appeared I note the author suggests that leaves and
other vegetable matter will decompose more
quickly by adding plant food and earth to the
compost heap; i.e., arrange the layers as follows:
1. 6" or 8" layer of leaves and/or vegetable matter;
2. A generous sprinkling of complete plant food;
3. An inch of good garden loam.


NOW YOU KNOW
Emma Lahr was a contributing editor of


the Rocky Glox News in Denver and the
following are various bits of information that
appeared over her name:
1. That 'thrips' always ends in 's' whether speaking
of one or many.
2. That Aeschynanthus hildebrandtii really does
have a 't' following the 'd'. The plant was first
described in Index Kewensis, Supplement 1:
Aeschynanthus hildebrandtii, Hemsley, 1894
Botanical Magazine. There is another botanist
whose name is Hildebrand, but it was Hildebrandt
who was honoured for discovering this particular
Aeschynanthus species.
3. That 'species' always ends in an 's', whether
singular or plural. The abbreviation for species
singular is 'sp.'and for species plural is 'spp.'
4. That in Latin there is no 'chuh' sound as in
'church'. Rather 'ch' is pronounced as 'k'. Therefore
when speaking of Chrysothemis pulchella the
correct pronunciation is pul-kel-a. 


LESSER PESTS
The following descriptions and treatment


of lesser soil pests appeared in a 1983 Newsletter
of The Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad
Society. I knew of the latter two but never before
came across a description. All four are termed not
serious threats but any infestation weakens a
plant, which causes it to produce an amino acid
called glutathione. Although this acid protects


plants from damage, it also acts as a tasty
seasoning to some bugs.


Fungus gnats are tiny black flies (bigger than
white flies) that swarm around the plants and live
on decaying matter in the soil. The adults lay the
eggs in the soil, and the eggs hatch out minuscule
maggots which eat root hairs.


Springtails are minute, golden-coloured insects
with a forked appendage attached to the abdomen
which enables them to jump. They feed on algae,
fungi and decaying material in the soil.


Psocids are little silver grey insects that scurry
around in the soil and are quite difficult to
eradicate. They also feed on decaying organic
matter, but not plant roots.


Symphilids are tiny, thread-like, creamy white
insects. They chew tiny roots, and, if abundant,
your plant wilt appear limp.


Treatment can be a soil drench; allow the
solution to run through the soil until it runs off
and repeat in 2 - 4 weeks as necessary. To one
quart of warm water add any ONE of the
following:
2 drops Ivory Liquid Detergent.
1 teaspoon bleach.
1 teaspoon Safer’s Insecticidal Soap. 
1/2 teaspoon Malathion.
Personally I wouldn't go anywhere near
Malathion.


SINNINGIA TUBER
When a Sinningia tuber shows signs of


new growth, it should be planted in a squatty pot
with a diameter about 3 times that of the tuber.
This ratio of pot to tuber should prevent rapid
drying out of soil, which can cause bud blast and
premature flower drop.


Fill the bottom of the pot with about 1/2"
of horticultural charcoal, gravel or any drainage
material. Then add a light porous potting mix to
about half way up the pot.
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Place the tuber in the centre and add more
mix to within 1/2" of the top of the pot just barely
covering the top of the tuber with the mix.


Have the mix slope downward slightly to
the centre of the pot so that a concave depression
is created. Do not tamp the mix but tap the pot
gently.


For a more attractive plant allow only one
shoot to develop and turn the plant weekly.


The ideal temperature for a tuber seems to
be 70°.
(This information was adopted from an 1981
Gloxette Newsletter).


TREES
I do not recall from what book I photostated the
following verse and drawing but it is very
apparent that I liked it and still do.


Trees


WHEN planting trees, 
Remember, please,
The oak is sure but slow; 
And you may sit
In the shade of it—
In a thousand years, or so.


The poplar grows
In graceful rows,
Like girls in gowns of green. 
It grows so fast
That it will not last
As long as a runner bean.


Which of these trees
Are you planting, please :
The oak or the poplar tall?
Is it better to sit 
In the shade a bit
And find that your tree will fall: 
Or to plant a tree
For posterity—
And never be there at all?
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LET'S GET TOGETHER THIS SUMMER IN ROMANTIC QUEBEC CITY


JULY 11TH     TO     JULY 14TH


A. G. G. S.    C0NVENTION


Have you planned your summer vacation
yet? If not, consider the A.G.G.S. Convention at the
Chateau Frontenac in Quebec City, from
Wednesday, July 11th to Saturday, July 14 .th


It's a great opportunity to see some
beautifully grown plants and get a first look at new
varieties.


Chances are you will meet the hybridizer of
your favourite plant, the writer of that particular
article in The Gloxinian you found so inspiring.


Some of the highlights include - - - a trip to
the Montreal Botanical Gardens; lectures on
hybridizing of sinningias and episcias, Sinningias 
in the Wild, and Gesneriads of the Guyanas; the
judging school and my personal favourite: The
Plant Sales Table. All the information you need is
in your January/February issue of The Gloxinian. If
you haven't joined the A.G.G.S. yet, it's not too late.
For more information, ask at the information desk
of our May show.


J. R.
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ANNUAL SHOW
May 5th and 6th


PLEASE NOTE THIS CHANGE:
The show will be open from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday. There will be


demonstrations each afternoon between 1:30 and 3:30, which will be of interest to growers among our
friends and family. Be sure everyone knows they are welcome.


Growing, hybridizing and preserving species is vital, making these shows especially important. They are
top 'attention-getters' for stirring interest in others. With this in mind, our executive is urging us not to be
too critical of our plants; and not to be intimidated by the marvelous growers amongst us; and to make the
effort to groom plants for show and display this May 5th and 6th.


Lucille Goodin still needs clerks for 8:30
Saturday morning (I begged for the job). Give her
a call at 491-6132.


Reminder: Please fill in exhibition entry forms
prior to presenting plants at show.


Don't forget plants for the sales table. They can be brought in on Friday between 1:00 p.m. and 8:00
p.m., or Saturday and Sunday.


Please label plants. If you don't know their names, we will do our best to identify them, but it is not
always possible to do this accurately. Make certain plants are pest-free, otherwise they must be dumped
and we don't relish doing this.


Plants must be paid for at time of selection and removed from the sales area to avoid taking up storage
space. No plants will be reserved at the sales table for ANYONE. This will help eliminate plants being
left behind.


Your help and support are greatly appreciated. L. G.


AND, as the PREZ says, start baking and freezing for afternoon tea.
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IT'S SHOWTIME


HELPFUL HINTS FOR A GESNERIAD SHOW


by Josi Stefaniak


Judged shows are educational, interesting and entertaining. Above all they should be enjoyable. For
participants the A.G.G.S. manual describes the duties of each chairperson. Read it.


CONSULT YOUR SHOW SCHEDULE ! ! ! IT'S YOUR BIBLE


1. Assure that someone brings basic items needed by the society (see list).


2. At least 2 weeks ahead, examine your possible winners. Clean debris. Closely and neatly, trim spent
blossoms, nubs and superfluous branches and leaves. Repot and realign as necessary. Exhibit in clean pots.


3. On the day before -- trim off full blown flowers (they will only croak anyway). Leave no ugly scars please.


4. Remember that streptocarpus leaves may be trimmed (manicure scissors recommended).


5. Use a soft brush (makeup brush) to clean hairy leaves.


6. You cannot beat toilet paper to shine hard leaves. A dilute vinegar solution can remove salt and fertilizer 
buildup.


7. To clean terrarium glass, try a solution of 6 parts water, 1/4 part ammonia, 1/2 part vinegar, and a pinch
of corn starch.


8. Double pot any wobbly plants.


9. Cover ugly plant bases over the soil with live sphagnum moss.


10. Assure identification of your plants by placing your name and plant name on the bottom of your pots.


11. When transporting plants, pack pots interspersed with plastic bags to prevent toppling. Protect from cold.
Support large-limbed plants to prevent breakage. Accomodate hanging-basket plants by placing a broom
handle through the back windows.


12. To enter your plants, refer to the schow schedule to assure proper classification. When in doubt, ask your
charming classification people. And have your list ready.


GOT IT?


CONGRATULATIONS! YOU ARE ON YOUR WAY TO A BLUE RIBBON!
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IT'SSHOWTIME (contd.)


FOR ANY GENERAL SHOW (i.e., HOME SHOW, BOOTH AT A PLAZA, ETC.)


SUPPLY CHECK LIST
Personnel staffing
Show schedule
Name tags
Tables Tablecloths
Chairs Lighting
Extension cords
Watering can
Mister Trays
cloths


PERSONAL SUPPLIES 
Scissors
Masking tape Scotch tape Marking pens Pencil
Scratch pads
Brush (to groom plants)
String
Pins (straight & safety)
Hammer & nails
Pliers & wire cutters
Poster paper Stapler
Ruler
Plants


SIGNS:
To explain gesneriads 
Describing our society 
Photos of gesneriads


HANDOUTS:
Announcing next show 
Glossary of names "What is a gesneriad?" 
Copies of newsletter
Back copies of Gloxinian 
Membership application cards


DEMONSTRATIONS:
Leaf cuttings w/ plantlets 
Sprouting tubers/rhizomes 
Soilless mixes
Matting & wicking
Name tags for plants 
Reference books
Pot saucers
Award ribbons


Each T.G.S. judge must write Frances N. Batcheller, Box 331,
Durham, N.H. 03824, to advise what he/she has done this year to


ensure they are in good standing. THIS IS OVERDUE.
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Mealy Bug Spray: 1/3 cup Safer's Soap 
1/3 cup alcohol
1/3 cup water


Spray underneath leaves and at nodes.
Leave two hours out of sunlight.
Spray with clear water (or dunk plant in a bucket).


Soil Mealy Bug: Try 1 tbs. Diatomaceous Earth in a 3" pot of soil.
This product can be obtained in swimming-pool shops (used in pool filters). It is also
a good slug repellent.


Josi S. popped along the above tips -- a gift from heaven.


Recall a report from the last AGGS convention suggesting a sharp thumbnail for grooming streps.
If some unmentionable family member has tried to cut wire with your manicure scissors, try this. Scissors
are easier.


Montreal Botanical Gardens


Among the features of these renowned and
unusual botanical gardens are the famous Chinese
Bonsai collection from Hong Kong, a Japanese
garden and pavilion, a 13th century Ming garden
(in progress) and an orchid greenhouse.


PROGRAMME


ANNUAL SHOW
MAY 5 & 6


PRESENTATION OF AWARDS


PRESENTATION BY PAUL KROLL
ON SAINTPAULIAS


JUNE 10 


PLAYBACK will be in next month's newsletter. Time and an inexperienced
editor have combined in this postponement. I am sorry. In the meantime, I can
only say that for those of us who cannot get to conventions, it was a particular
delight to meet CLEOPATRA KOHM on April 8th. As she will be off to
Hawaii to live, we were doubly lucky.
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PROGRAMME.
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS


PRESENTATION BY PAUL KROLL 
ON SAINTPAULIAS


JUNE 10 


Toronto Gesneriad Society 


Newsletter
 Vol. 14, No. 6  June 1990


President's Message


As all of you who were there will agree, it was a fabulous show! First of all there were entries by a
greater proportion of our members than even before; second thane were certainly a lot more plants and of
greater variety than last year; and third, the winner of the "Best in Show" award was a novice who was
justifiably delighted – especially as the overall quality of the entry was very high. The judges sometimes had
real difficulty in choosing the winners.


One group who reported that they enjoyed the Saturday morning judging were the clerks who
followed the judges and listened to their discussions of the relative merits of each plant. The clerks found
this a good learning experience and I expect some of them wilt be eager to attend our next judging course–
probably in the Fall.


The show appeared to make a considerable impression on the public who came in very satisfying
numbers on both Saturday and Sunday. Thanks to our members who took their role as hosts very seriously
and were always on hand to explain things, our show seems to have achieved one of its important goals --
to make the public more knowledgeable about gesneriads as a group. Many of them appreciated the
wonderful variety of plants available at our sales table -- which certainty helped achieve our financial goals.
We also welcomed new members -- two individuals and two families – while others promised to come back
and visit. Altogether a satisfying experience


I am just sorry I won't be here for the awards giving at the June Meeting. I am going to England for
a holiday but Lucille has given me a "shopping list” of scarce seeds and possible clippings to search for.


Have a good summer and I’ll look forward to seeing you in September.
Betty Wangenheim







PRESIDENT:
Betty Wangenheim, 38 Preston Road, Toronto, Ont. M6E 1Y7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 782-2516
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT:
Patrick Smith, 243 Oak Park Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4C 4N4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421-5390
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT:
Jane Robb, Apt 210, 15 Shallmar Blvd., Toronto, Ont. M5 N 1J7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 783-4643
TREASURER:
Charles Reeves, 183 Calvington Drive, Downsview, Ont. M3M 2M8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244-1490
SECRETARY:
Susan Smith, 243 Oak Park Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4C 4N4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421-5390
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:
Lillian Margulies, Apt. 1006, 70 Delisle, Toronto, Ont. M4V 1S7 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 929-9176
PAST PRESIDENT:
Monte Watler, 240 Burnhamthorpe Road, Islington, Ont. M9B 1Z5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233-6664
MEMBERS AT LARGE:
Jack Schachner, 63 St. Leonard’s Ave, Toronto, Ont. M4N 1K4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 488-0148
Louise Veffer, 21 Lescon Drive, North York, Ont. M2J 2G7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 493-1645
PLANT SALES TABLE:
Lucille Goodin, 65 Forest Manor Rd. Apt.1506, Willowdale, Ont. M2J 1M5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 491-6132
Susan Kiang, Apt.810, 21 Tichester Rd., Toronto, Ont. M5P 1P3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 651-2979
ARCHIVIST:
Josie Stefaniak, 84 Brule Gardens, Toronto, Ont. M6S 4J2 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 769-1542
EMERGENCY EDITOR:
Ruth Fleming, P.O. Box 132, Station Z, Toronto, Ont M5N 2Z3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 488-5308
LIAISON OFFICER (AGGS):
Betty Tapping, Apt.1512, 511 The West Mall, Etobicoke, Ont. M9C 1G5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 621-1549
SOCIAL CONVENER
Marguerite Favro, 2663 Lakeshore Blvd. W., #602, Toronto M8V 1G7.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251-4094
Marion Reeves, 183 Calvington Dr., Downsview, Ont. M3M 2M8.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244-1490
Hazel Kitto, 38 Revcoe Drive, Willodale, Ont. M2M 2B8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222-4213
PUBLICITY:
Mel Tintpulver, 761 Ericson Rd, Mississauga, Ont L4V 2E8 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 848-9728
PROPERTY CHAIRMAN:
Richard Moore, 25 Princess Margaret Blvd., Islington, Ont. M9A 1Z5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239-0942
LIBRARIAN:
Margaret Langford, Box 816, King City, Ont. L0G 1K0.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833-0900


Officers and Committee Heads


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of The American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society and
publishes this newsletter monthly except for July and August. Membership fees are as follows: Individual
Membership $10.00 per year. Joint Membership (two persons - one mailing) $15.00 per year. All members
are also invited to join the AGGS, the parent society (membership fee $13.00 per year which includes the
bi-monthly magazine, The Gloxinian). Address enquiries to The Membership Secretary, Ellen M. Todd,
P.O. Box 493, Beverly Farms, MA 01915, USA


Page 2







Betty receives this recognition for her outstanding service and contribution to
the Society since becoming a member in 1979.


She is a grower "par excellence" and has won numerous awards all over North
America. She is well known for her outstanding entries in exhibitions throughout
Canada and the United States.


In addition to her ability to grow exceptional plants, she is also very active in
the administration of the societies. She held the position of President of our Society in
1983 and 1984 and up until the present time she has served on the Executive in various
capacities as well as undertaking special assignments: Show Chairman and
Awards Chairman. A past Director of the A.V.S.A. (African Violet Society of
America) and a Director of A.V.S.C. (African Society of Canada), she has also found
time to hold the position of President of the Lakeshore African Violet Society of which
she is a founding member. Betty holds memberships in various clubs in the Toronto
area where she has been active in similar roles. Presently she is the Awards Chairman
for the A.G.G.S. (American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society) of which we are a
chapter.


An accredited Gesneriad Judge, as well as an African Violet Judge, Betty ably
assumes the task of teaching and setting exams for judging schools.


Vocationally she has been connected with the Etobicoke Red Cross for many
years and is presently a director of that organization. Her retirement from this daily
routine will take place in the immediate future, but she will continue to volunteer her
services to the Metro Toronto Association for Community Living.


Everyone who has had the pleasure of knowing Betty loves her for her
exemplary demeanour and graciousness. Always willing to help and always generous
with her time, plants, and advice, and with "Ne'er an unkind word" for anyone; she is
indeed an asset to any, Society and we are especially proud that she is a part of ours.


Someone once described her as Scotland's gift to Canada indeed she is and we
are the happy recipients . . . . . 
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The Toronto Gesneriad Society 1990 Flower Show held May 5th and 6th was a great success.
24 members entered (19 last year)
178 entries including 21 in the Artistic Division (137 total last year) 
42 classes represented (42 last year)
108 awards granted (99 last year) including:


33 1st in Class (29 last year)
30 2nd in Class (24 last year)
17 3rd in Class (21 last year)
13 Honourable Mention  (10 last year) 
15 Special Awards           (15 last year)


Plant sales were $1,358.00, and refreshment table sales were $100.00. Although it's too early to estimate
show expenses, we can safely say a profit was made. Five new members will be welcomed at the next meeting.


The exquisite Sinningia 'Fringed Wood Nymph', grown by novice Clare Ballantyne, was a worthy 'Best
Gesneriad in Show'. She should be an inspiration to those members who hesitate to enter a judged show. The rich
colour and texture of Susan Kiang's Episcia 'Blue Nile' was much admired, as was her peach-flowered Marty Mines
sinningia seedling (Island Silver x macropoda). Anyone who has ever tried to keep Codonanthe 'Fiesta’ alive was
impressed with Ray Shivratton's beautiful specimen. Albert Adams compactly grown Tricantha 'Tiger Paws' was a
hit, with its profusion of yellow and brown striped flowers. The delicate peach blooms of Smithiantha 'Barbara' grown
by Monte Watler, were new to most of us. These are just a few of the plants we hope to see on the sales table in the
fall -- growers be warned!


The miniature arrangements of 'On the Road Again' were real favourites. If only the public didn't feel
compelled to pick them up to look at them! Suggestions for more effective display of these miniatures would be
welcome. Our new foam board niches, courtesy of Mel Tintpulver, did the job for larger displays, and were much
easier to move than the old ones.


It was a pleasure to hear comments from the judging clerks about how much they learned. Honest evaluation
of a plant by three growers with varying experience is a learning experience for both clerks and judges.


The demonstrations on Bubble Bowls and Propagation, by Eleanor Elston and Margaret Langford
respectively, were much appreciated. Perhaps we can convince Margaret to do her propagation demonstration for a
club meeting next year.


Thank you to the many members who contributed their time, talent and plants, making this a show to
remember.


THE WINNING ENTRIES WERE:
Special Awards


Best Gesneriad in Show Sinningia 'Fringed Wood Nymph' Clare Ballantyne
Second Best Gesneriad in Show Episcia 'Blue Nile' Susan Kiang
Best in Artistic Division "Leaving on a Jet Plane" Inez Wolfe
Second Best in Artistic Division "On the Road Again" Rosemary Dobson
Sweepstakes - Horticulture Div. 8 blue ribbons Betty Tapping
Sweepstakes - Design Division 5 blue ribbons Eleanor Elston
Best Tuberous Gesneriad in Flower Sinn. 'Fringed Wood Nymph Clare Ballantyne
Best Rhizomatous Gesneriad in Flower Kohleria 'Peppermint" Betty Tapping
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Special Awards (contd.)


Best Fibrous Rooted Gesneriad Nematanthus 'Black Gold' Ray Shivratton
(excluding Saintpaulia)
Best Saintpaulia S. 'Ness' Viking Maiden' Betty Tapping 
Best Gesneriad Grown for Foliage Episcia "Blue Nile" Susan Kiang 
Best Novice Entry Sinningia "Freckles' Clare Ballantyne 
Best Arrangement of Cut Material "Leaving on a Jet Plane" Inez Wolfe 
Best    “    of Growing Gesneriads "Pink Cadillac" Inez Wolfe 
Best Planting of Growing Material "My Beautiful Balloon" Eleanor Elston


Class Awards - Horticulture Division
Class 1 2nd Sinningia Hybrid Ron Myhr


3rd Sinningia 'DottedSwiss' Lucille Goodin


Class 2 2nd Sinningia 'Bob W.' Albert Adams


Class 3 1 Sinningia Hybrid Mel Tintpulverst


2 Sinningia Hybrid Mel Tintpulvernd


3 Sinningia 'Cherry Doll' Mel Tintpulverrd


H.M. Sinningia 'Cherry Chips' Monte Watler


Class 4 1st Sinningia 'Fringed Wood Nymph' Clare Ballantyne
2nd Sinningia 'White Sprite' Monte Watler
3rd Sinningia 'Wood Nymph' Inez Wolfe


Class 5 1st Sinningia Hybrid Susan Kiang
2nd Sinningia pendulina Lucille Goodin


Class 6 1st Chrysothemis pulchella Albert Adams
3rd Chrysothemis 'Copper Leaf' Monte Watler


Class 9 1st Kohleria 'Peppermint' Betty Tapping 
2nd Kohleria 'Empress' Mel Tintpulver 
H.M. Kohleria 'Laura' Mel Tintpulver 


Class 11 2nd Smithiantha 'Barbara' Monte Watler


Class 12 1st Aeschynanthus hildebrandii Betty Tapping


Class 13 1st Codonanthe 'Fiesta' Ray Shivratton 
2nd Codonanthe "Springtime" Albert Adams 
3rd Codonanthe 'Vista' Jane Robb


Class 14 2nd Columnea erythrophaea Albert Adams


Class 15 1st Columnea 'Early Bird' Betty Tapping
2nd Tricantha Hybrid Monte Watler
H.M. Tricantha 'Tiger Paws' Albert Adams


Class 16 1st Episcia 'Tropical Topaz' Betty Tapping 
2nd Alsobia 'Cygnet' Monte Watler


Class 17 1st Gesneria pedicellaris Betty Tapping
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Class 19 1st Nematanthus 'Black Gold' Ray Shivratton 
2nd Nematanthus Hybrid Ron Myhr
3rd Nematanthus 'Cheerio' Monte Watler 
H.M. Nematanthus Species Ron Myhr
H.M. Nematanthus 'Castanet' Albert Adams


Class 20 1st Saintpaulia ionantha Beverly Britt
2nd   “ orbicularis purpurea Beverly Britt


Class 21 1st S. 'Ness' Viking Maiden' Betty Tapping
2nd S. 'Happy Cricket Beverly Britt
3rd S. 'Violet Dream' Beverly Britt


Class 22 1st S. 'Painted Pink Cloud' Beverly Britt
2nd S. 'Katsuko' Beverly Britt
3rd S. 'Austex' Beverly Britt


Class 23 1st S. 'Wee Dear' Betty Tapping
2nd S. 'Little Bountiful' Albert Adams
3rd S. 'White Dwarf' Albert Adams
H.M. S. 'Arctoc Baby' Albert Adams


Class 24 1st S. 'Blue Indigo' Albert Adams
2nd S. 'Little Katherine' Betty Tapping
3rd S. 'Beela' Albert Adams


Class 25 1st S. 'Trailing William' Betty Tapping
2nd S. 'Spunky Trail' Albert Adams
3rd S. 'Teenie Bopper' Albert Adams


Class 27 1st Streptocarpus 'Black Panther' Ron Myhr
2nd Streptocarpus 'Venus' Ron Myhr
3rd Streptocarpus (Carnival x Black Panther) Ron Myhr
H.M. Streptocarpus Primulifolius ssp. Formosus Ron Myhr


Class 28 1st Petrocosmea Flaccida Lucille Goodin


Class 30 1st Episcia 'Blue Nile' Susan Kiang
2nd Episcia 'Karlyn' Patrick Smith


Class 31 2nd Episcia 'Cleopatra' Monte Watler


Class 32 1st Columnea 'Light Prince' Jane Robb
2nd Chirita Sinensis Lucille Goodin
3rd Nautilocalyx Glandulifer Monte Watler
H.M. Streptocarpus 'Blueberries & Cream' Josi Stefaniak


Class 34 H.M. Three Sinningia Seedlings Mel Tintpulver


Class 37 2nd Sinningia Hybrid Mel Tintpulver


Class 38 1st Sinningia 'Freckles' Clare Ballantyne
2nd Sinningia 'Stuck-up' Clare Ballantyne
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Class 40 1st Streptocarpus 'Venus' Susan Smith
2nd S. 'City Lights' Sheila Huxtable
3rd S. 'Rob's Sticky Wicket' Sheila Huxtable
H.M. S. 'Little Bountiful' Sheila Huxtable
H.M. S. 'Rob's Snow Blossom' Sheila Huxtable


Class Awards - Artistic Division


Class 42 1st "Leaving on a Jet Plane" Inez Wolfe
2nd “ Rosemary Dobson
3rd “ Marguerite Favro


Class 43 1st "Bicycle Built for Two" Inez Wolfe
2nd “ Rosemary Dobson
3rd “ Marguerite Favro


Class 44 1st "Chattanooga Choo Choo" Rosemary Dobson
2nd “ Inez Wolfe


Class 45 1st "On the Road Again" Rosemary Dobson
2nd “ Eleanor Elston
3rd “ Inez Wolfe


Class 46 (a) 1st "Yellow Submarine" Eleanor Elston
2nd “ Marguerite Favro


Class 46(b) 1st "Yellow Submarine" Eleanor Elston


Class 47 1st "Ferry Cross the Mersey" Eleanor Elston


Class 48 1st "Pink Cadillac" Inez Wolfe


Class 49 (b) 1st "Old Man River" Eleanor Elston


Terrarium
Class 50 (a) 1st "My Beautiful Balloon" Eleanor Elston


2nd “ Marguerite Favro


Terrarium
Class 50(b) 1st "My Beautiful Balloon" Eleanor Elston


Gem Of The Day: 
You can't have everything. 


Where would you put it.


Page 7







Our newsletter, which is exceptional, is necessary, The
chore of putting it to bed can be agreeable or it can be made unpleasant,
always time-consuming. The letter has to be at the printer's at least two
weeks prior to a meeting. I have absolutely no time after the 20th.
Therefore, my DEADLINE the 17TH (excluding holidays, etc.). I am not
the 'Speedy" Gonzales of the typing world. Nevertheless, nineteen day prior
to the 20th is ample.


In the hope that print will succeed where speech has failed: I am happy to help keep our
letter rolling between editors BUT THE DEADLINE FOR THE PRINTER IS A
PROBLEM due to time and lack of skills, making it necessary to get the "news" to me
immediately. ALSO, lest we forget, the time of two people has to be co-ordinated in this
undertaking.


Emergency Editor.
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President's Message


Welcome to our fall season. I am writing
this in the middle of August and it is certainly cold
enough for fall, but I know there will be more hot
weather. Consequently I am still leaving my
Nematanthus, Codonatanthus, etc. etc. outside.
They don't seem to be complaining.


I am sure that all those who attended our
picnic at the Pattersons will agree it was well worth
the drive. The weather was just perfect, the food as
usual was abundant and tasted marvelous and we all
enjoyed. acquiring new additions to our plant
collections. The one sad thing was that we began to
realize how much we are going to miss the
Pattersons when they move away to Belleville.


How like a queen comes forth the lonely moon
From the slow opening curtains of the clouds;
Walking in beauty to her midnight throne!


GEORGE CROLY


Now that we are back to indoor activities
Patrick is planning an interesting programme for
September and I am. taking this opportunity to
remind you of our Open House in October. This is
not a judged show but we are relying on all of you
to bring out your best plants in abundance so we
can persuade yet more of the public to become
enthusiastic growers and members.


Betty Wangenheim


PROGRAMME
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Do You Know?
By Monte


Watler


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . that given the proper conditions
you can grow any of the gesneriads now in
cultivation, "Know their needs".


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . that Kohlerias are more easily
grown as hanging plants. With the exception of
the compact, upright variety they are all inclined
to droop, therefore, they are ideal for hanging
basket culture.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . that Kohlerias and Smithianthas,
which are mean with their rhizomes, can be
increased by leaf and stem cuttings.


.. . . . . . . . . . that X Codonatanthus "Aurora" was
produced by crossing Codonanthe digna
"Moonlight" with Nematanthus wettsteinii, and
that Codonatanthus "Springtime" was the
offspring of Codonanthe digna "Moonlight" and X
Codonatanthus "Fiesta".


.. . . . . . . . . . . . that if you are generous with your
plants one of the recipients may, someday, be the
person to replace a lost treasure.


.. . . . . . . . that you can become a member of The
American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society for a
very nominal fee. Every other month you will
receive "The Gloxinian”, an excellent publication.
It also gives you access to a superb seed fund. For
further details please contact MONTE WATLER
at the next meeting or call 233-6664.


*************


IN MEMORIAM
SHEILA JUPP


IT IS WITH DEEP REGRET THAT WE
MUST INFORM YOU OF THE DEATH OF
SHEILA JUPP ON AUGUST 4,1990. 


SHEILA WAS A DEDICATED AND
LONG TIME MEMBER OF OUR SOCIETY. IN
HER QUIET WAY SHE WAS ALWAYS
WILLING TO HELP. DURING THE PAST YEAR
SHE HAS NOT BEEN AS ACTIVE AS IN THE
PAST, BUT SHE HAS BEEN MISSED. 


SHE WILL BE REMEMBERED AS
HAVING SERVED ON THE BOARD AS A
"MEMBER AT LARGE", FOR HER WORK AS
CASHIER ON THE SALES TABLE AND AS A
HOSTESS AT MANY OF OUR SHOWS.


.. . . . . . . AND OUR DREAM IS OVER, AND IT
IS NO LONGER DAWN.
THE NOON-TIDE IS UPON US AND OUR
HALF WAKING HAS TURNED TO FULLER
DAYS, AND WE MUST PART........(GIBRAN)


Some members of the Society will be making a
donation to the A.G.G.S. Endowment Fund in
memory of Sheila Jupp. If you wish to contribute
to this tribute, please contact Monte Watler at the
next meeting or call 233-6664.
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PLAYBACK
BY The 'Listener'


Patrick Smith welcomed everyone to the
general meeting and asked all members to join
him in thanking Ruth Fleming for serving as
interim editor of the Newsletter. Inez Wolfe has,
once again, (grudgingly) agreed to take on the job
until more permanent arrangements are made.


Monte Watler started off Show and Tell
with a Nautilocalyx and two compact Sinningia
speciosa.


Eleanor Elston brought in a Kohleria 
'Strawberry Fields'.


John Beaulieu presented two Sinningias 
and demonstrated his method of labeling his
plants for identification.


Jane Robb showed her unifoliate
Streptocarpus in bloom and Codonanthe luteola 


pygmy.
Ralph Robinson presented two very


floriferous Columneas 'Julia' and 'Orange Sherbet'.
Other presenters were Paul Kroll. Susan


Kiang, Steven Molnar and our novice member
Sheila Huxtable.


Following Show and Tell, Betty Tapping
and Jane Robb presented awards to the winning
members of the May show.


After our break, Paul Kroll gave a
presentation on Saintpaulia (African Violet
species and then kindly distributed photostated
instructions on the general care of Saintpaulia.


********************
NEW MEMBER:


Angele Biljan
5 Oakridge Boulevard, 
Nepean, Ontario, K1G 2T6 
Telephone 225-2925


CHANGE OF ADDRESS:


Suzanne Anderson
75 Gennela Square,
Scarborough, Ontario M1B 5M7 
Telephone 287-5704


**********


NOTICE


I have been asked by Lucille Goodin to
note that Jackie and Bob Patterson of Plants 'N'
Things in Keswick, Ontario, are closing their
commercial operation.


They are offering till the end of September
a special discount to our members of any plants
and/or items they may still have for sale. Their
telephone number is 1-416-476-5522.


If you require travelling directions or other general
information, Lucille would be pleased to help you;
her number is 491-6132.


***********
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Name Tags
by John Beaulieu


One of the most important things we do with our gesneriads is keeping them properly identified. This
can be very significant especially if you have a collection of species such as the Saintpaulia shown to us at
the June meeting by Paul Kroll. It is just as critical to properly label all your gesneriad hybrids. There is
nothing worse than having a really good 'named variety' but not knowing what the right name actually is.


Labeling plants is almost like soil mixes, everyone has his/her own special method. Of course the
most common method is using the popular plastic name stakes that come in a variety of colours and sizes.
Many growers cut their own little strips of plastic from various disposable containers and use those. Some
even use popsicle sticks. But whatever the material, there are two main problems with conventional name
stakes.


The first, is that they can be pulled out, either
accidentally or when repotting and get lost. The second
being that with many gesneriads, Saintpaulia (African
violets) and Sinningia in particular, the leaves tend to
cover the entire top of the pot leaving no room for the
stake without distorting or damaging the leaves.


Some growers write on the pot itself, or use
masking tape, adhesive labels or Dymo label guns. These
are not usually transferable to another pot and some
markers will not come off if you wish to use the pot for
another variety.


I have experienced all of the above problems
(losing stakes in particular), not to mention using markers
that fade under the lights. I have found the fine 'Sharpie'
permanent markers or pencil to work the best.


A reorganizing of my Miniature Sinningia
collection which was boosted by a generous selection of
new varieties from Al Wojcik, made me start to think
about an improved method of labelling. I was reading a
tip in an old GSN magazine about using those little
plastic bread wrapper ties around the base of African
violet leaves being propagated. This started me thinking,
and lead to a system that works great for me. It has all the
advantages wrapped into one: the tag can't fall off, but it
can be moved, and the little name tags are clearly visible
without picking up the pot. The only catch is that it does
take a little time to make the tags, but for me it's worth it.


After I demonstrated my idea at the last 'Show &
Tell' there was interest to provide diagrams for the
newsletter. The following sketches originally appeared in
my column for the Sept./Oct. 1989, Gesneriad Journal.
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LEARNING WITH FRANCES
By PATRICK SMITH


Our Patrick Smith was so impressed with
Frances Batcheller's judging school session at the
Quebec City convention that he decided to share
his following notes of that experience with us, but
apologizes to Frances for any errors in his
'listening'.


--Because there are 150+ gesneriad genera and
2000+ species resulting in uncounted plants, there
are NO HARD FAST RULES IN JUDGING
GESNERIADS.


--Judges should recognize a good plant by its
growth pattern, 


i.e. Rosette, Pg 32 Flower Show Manual.


--Judges should be flexible in judging how plants
are grown,


i.e. a Helix growth pattern can be grown
hanging or grown to bush if grown on a
bench (see Pg 33);
i.e. plants normally grown with a straight
single stem can be angled if grown with
multiple stems.


--Judges should encourage originality by
rewarding well grown plants in whatever pattern
they are grown,


i.e. ½ pot plantings should be acceptable
for show if the plant has been grown in
that manner;
i.e. any natural pot should be allowed for
show as long as the pot does not detract
from the plant.


--Multiple plants in a pot should be judged the
same as single plants as long as they are well
balanced in a design.


--Double potting should not be penalized if it is
not obvious.


--Condition: (Pg 27 Manual) Take 10 points off
for no effort to clean a pot or tidy the soil, etc.
Take more points off for spent blossoms or


damaged leaves.


--Cultural Perfection (Pg 28 Manual) is the
historical result of the plant's growing conditions.


Note: Do not double fault when judging
Condition vs. Cultural Perfection.


--Quantity of Bloom (Pg 30 Manual) depends on
the genetic makeup of the species. Always judge
according to the genetics of the plant.


--Ornamental Value (Pg 29 Manual) takes
advantage of the natural growth pattern of the
plant to grow into a particular shape. Plants
entered should not just be plants out of bloom (i.e.
an ordinary Episcia should not be marked high).
Judges should be flexible and encourage
originality and daring.


--Educational Labeling (Pg 29 Manual) should
be promoted to improve the quality of the show
and the knowledge and satisfaction of the
exhibitor. Judges should correct labels or apply
labels without penalty.


--New hybrids that are the same as others should
be penalized for lack of distinctiveness.


--Collection of plants (Pg 27 Manual) should be
one genus and have a unity of presentation (i.e.
same size, same pots all in a basket but not all
pink or the collection should have educational
value, such as 3 plant stages in the same pot).


—Judges should
ensure comments are constructive and positive to
encourage exhibitors to continue to show plants;
negative or destructive comments will reduce the
number of exhibitors and exhibits as well as the
need forejudges;


(contd.)
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--Judges should (contd.)


give only one first in a class;


not point score a plant with less than 70 points;


give constructive tactful comments to growers
with plants scoring less than 70 points;


encourage exhibitors with specific comments,
explaining what leaves, blooms or stems should
have been;


ensure comments are educational and explain
WHY a plant was scored as it was;


allow plants with berries and calyces (no blooms)
to be entered in the foliage group.


****************


PLEASE


If you purchased any plants at the Quebec
Convention that you think the members would
like to see, Patrick Smith, your Programming
Chairman, requests that you please bring them to
the September meeting.


****************


Ruth Fleming for producing the May and
June issues. It was an immense boon to me and I
think you did a great job:


John Beaulieu for supplying me with
ready-to-use frontispiece for the months of
September, October and November (with the
tentative promise of maybe a special one for the
Christmas issue) along with different sizes of
Programme blocks. Your efforts save me a lot of
time and frustration. The icing on the cake was
your ready-to-print article "Name Tags" on Page
5 of this issue;


Monte Watler for never failing to submit
something for the Newsletter. This month I am
indebted to you as well for the ready-to-print Page
3.


Patrick Smith for always having at the
ready the programming information. This month
an additional thank you for sharing your notes on
what you learned at the judging school.


Susan Smith for your monthly submission
of the 'Listener'. This, I know, is a miserable task;
while everyone else is socializing or pushing to
buy plants, you are making notes on what has
occurred at the meeting.


Ray Priddel for advising Monte that you
will, in the not too distant future, take up again
your rightful position as Editor. With this carrot in
my view I can hee-haw, being what I am!


Inez
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LIVING IN CLOVER?


In an article I read somewhere last year the
writer stated he didn't know why people would
object to a lawn of clover as he found it most
attractive. Well I, too, like the look of clover and
so when it appeared in my yard I let it have its
way.


The trouble is there is another weed, the
leaf structure of which I find it almost impossible
to distinguish from that of clover and, until it
produced its tiny yellow flower, I had no way of
knowing it was not clover. I find it almost
impossible to eradicate it manually (having spent
almost a week on my hands and knees) and expect
I shall have to resort to having the lawn sprayed to
rid myself of it.


I am sure you can appreciate that I do not
look fondly on the author for not warning the
reader of the clover's leaf counterpart. It has been
suggested to me that it is commonly called
'Creeping Charlie'.


As regards the clover, I have noted that the
grass within its close proximity is much greener
and healthier looking and now I read in a 1973
garden publication I found in a second-hand store
the other day that:


"White Clover (Trifolium repens) regarded by
some an a desirable ground coven. plant in lawns.
It is regarded by others as a pest.


Grass growing in proximity to white clover may
be benefitted by the nitrogen-fixing ability of the
nodules on the clover roots. The plant often grows
in patches of varying size, giving the lawn an
uneven appearance. Some persons object to the
white flower the plants form and to the fact that it
attracts bees. Another disadvantage is that white
clover disappears during hot, dry weather.
Contrary to claims made, white clover will not
compete successfully with crabgrass."


The moral of this tale? When it comes to
Mother Nature, you better darn well know what


you are doing.


The excerpt given opposite says clover
disappears in hot, dry weather; the writer must
mean prolonged periods of drought because my
patches of clover certainly haven't disappeared
this summer, BUT my Saintpaulia certainly have.
I have had to throw out a good 75% of my
collection. The miserably hot periods we have
experienced were just too much for them, along
with the fact that they were in plastic bags for a
period of three weeks while I had to be away.
What really hurts is the time I spent individually
preparing them for my absence, because you see
I have kind African Violet friends who I am sure
will replenish my collection -- I HOPE!


INEZ


"Remember saying if 
I got all the weeds out of
the lawn, it would
look better?"
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President's Message


These autumn days are marvelously
invigorating but the night temperatures are getting
really chilly. Consequently most of us are feeling a
bit crowded as we seek to accommodate all those
plants that spent the summer outside. We must feel
a little envious of those who have their own
greenhouse or are able to rent a bench in a public
greenhouse.


While moving plants around, it is easier to
sort out those which, with a little grooming, will
make a fine contribution to our Open House on
Sunday, October 14th. I am making a real plea to
all of you to participate so we can make this the
best fall show ever.


Also, our social conveners are relying on
you to provide a great selection of cakes and
cookies.


See you then.


Betty Wangenheim


PROGRAMME


OPEN HOUSE


Oct 14 


PRESENTATION BY SAFER'S


Nov 11


XMAS SOCIAL


Dec 9
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PLAYBACK
BY The 'Listener'


As our Susan Smith was unable to attend the
September 9th meeting, I 'listened' for her.


The President reminded the meeting that
October 14th is the date of our Open House and
requested the members to bring their plants for
display early to allow for their placement on the
tables. The location will be where we generally
meet and will be available to us for 10:00 A.M. We
wish to be ready for the public by 12:00 noon.


The members were informed that:


our membership fee is being increased to
$15/ year for individuals and $18/ year for
family;


the AGGS conventions are slated to be held
as follows:


1991 Baltimore
1992 Outside Boston
1993 West Coast
1994 Toronto will offer to host;


of all the AGGS chapters only one has a
larger membership than ours, and that is the
Greater New York chapter;


the AGGS hybridizers voted to send $1,000
to the gentleman in Brazil who is doing so
much towards saving gesneriads found in
the forest there;


whenever possible we should support the
Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund. It is
hoped the interest thereon will be sufficient
to subsidize the publication of the
Gloxinian so the subscription rates need
never be increased. To this end Monte
Watler displayed an AGGS shopping bag @
$14 and advised there were six more for
sale;


we are going to need refreshments for the
Open House on October 14th;


in memory of Sheila Jupp our Society has
made a donation to the Endowment Fund,
as has Monte as an individual along with
about 7 other of our members. If you wish
to contribute any amount, please see Monte;


Monte manned a table at the Etobicoke
Horticultural Society show held in the
Cloverdale Mall in an effort to secure
memberships in our Society.


Show and Tell consisted of:


Chirita pterapoda (another plant of this species was
donated by Monte to the recent AGGS convention
raffle and increased the coffers by $45)
Koellikeria 'Red Satin', Sinningia ‘Zel',
Achimenantha 'Chloe', Alsobia 'Costa Rica' 


by Monte Watler
Streptocarpus rimicola and humilis


by Margaret Langford
(These species were purchased by Margaret at the
AGGS convention and they are the most adorable
little plants. She was kind enough to let me have a
little leaf.)
Sinningia (from seeds donated by Mel Tintpulver)
Saintpaulia 'Mildly Meek'


by Sheila Huxtable
(Sheila is quite a new member but is already
promising to be an excellent grower).
Alsobia 'San Miguel'


by Dick Dirk
(He told us after 3 years it still had not bloomed).
Achimenes (A magnificent specimen by Murna
Kosowan, which she advised was grown in a
carport with a fibreglass roof.)


There was a fabulous slide show courtesy of
Patrick Smith, Jane Robb, John Beaulieu and Jack
Shachner. I rode home with Rita McPhail and her
mother, Anne, from Montreal and Anne raved about
the pictures of Quebec City for a goodly part of the
ride. The photography was first class!


And per usual we were well coffeed and
goodied!
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Memories
of a


Convention


By MONTE WATLER


July 9 ..........It was 6 a.m. but after packing
numerous boxes of show and sales plants in the van
and in a downpour of rain Lucille, Susan and I
started out sojourn to Quebec City. Except for a
slight mistake in my navigation. which placed us in
downtown Montreal, the trip was uneventful and
we eventually arrived in Quebec City tired, weary
and excited. After a troublesome check-in at the
Hotel Frontenac, where Lucille and Susan were
booked in and where the Convention was being
held, we finally got all the plants placed in Lucille's
room, where they would remain until the time for
the Show set -up. After it was all settled we had a
quiet dinner in the formal dining room of the
Auberge Le Tresor, which is where I would be
staying.


July 10 .......the first part of the morning we
walked around the Hotel Chateau Frontenac
meeting old friends from various chapters and then
it was time for me to disappear to attend the first
A.G.G.S. Board of Directors Meeting. At the end of
the meeting Larry Hodgson presented each of the
Board Members with an engraved invitation to
attend a reception at "La Chambre du Maire". So it
was off to the Mayor's Office where drinks and
hors-d'oeuvres were lavishly served. Unfortunately
the Mayor could not be in attendance, but a member
of the Council did a fine job in welcoming us to the
beautiful City of Quebec.


July 11 .......We began the day by attending
the Convention's Opening Breakfast, after which we
got ourselves registered for the week's events. The
balance of the day was filled with Judging School
sessions as well as get-togethers for Special Interest
Groups. In the evening Alain Chautens took us on
an exciting excursion through Brazil while


searching for "Sinningias in the Wild". John
Boggan, our next speaker, discussed "Breeding
prospects for Sinningias". They both introduced us
to some new species and by the end of the lectures
we were ready to take the next flight south.


July 12 .......was the day for the tour of The
Montreal Botanical Garden, but since I did not
make the trip I cannot make any comments on its
merit. However, I understand, some people were
unhappy with the arrangement, while others were
positive enough to have gained from the
experience. While the others were in Montreal I
took that time to revisit some of the town and to
observe some of the many changes that have taken
place since last I visited it many years ago. The
Show set-up took place that evening. Prior to the
Show Lucille kindly helped me with the grooming
of Betty's plant and then it was off to the
registration. Once they were registered I hurried
oven to my hotel, had a quick shower and change,
and was ready for the reception which was hosted
by the Gesneri-Quebec chapter. It was held in the
luxurious and elegant ballroom of the hotel. The
superb cuisine, which is typical of Quebec, was
only outdone by the graciousness of our Hosts.
After indulging in a variety of epicurean delights
and chit chatting with our friends we were ready for
the event that every Convention goer anticipated.
The Plant Sales opening. As usual we were all lined
up, waiting for the opening of the doors. A mad
rush and we were accumulating plants as well as
some pretty heavy tabs, but it did not discourage us.
We kept scanning the tables to see what we had
missed the first time around and there was always
something else that we wanted. Something without
which we just could not live.


July 13 .......and a Friday, but it proved to be
pretty good day. It started with a Breakfast 
honouring the Special Interest Groups, after which
we attended a lecture on "The Columneas of The
Montreal Botanical Garden" given by Denis Barabe.
It was of particular interest to me, since in 1961
when I first arrived in Montreal, and long before I
had even heard of gesneriads, I had paid a visit to
M.B.G. and was so impressed with the gigantic
hanging baskets of Columneas that I did my best to
capture their beauty on film. Another Board
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Meeting to attend and then it was a lecture by Bill
Burt of Scotland, who spoke on "Some Gesneriads
of the Old World". Extremely informative and
presented in a light and easy fashion. The lecture
completed and the Show room now opened, we
were able to view the outstanding plants on display. 


I am sure that we all felt very proud of the
contribution that our Chapter members had made to
the show and we were especially proud of Betty
Tapping, who not only won a host of Blue Ribbons,
but also the Sweepstake Award for having acquired
the most Blue Ribbons. The Star of the Show was
Beth Weissman's Nautilocalyx pemphidus,which
was outstanding and which we were fortunate to
procure at the Sales Table. One more Board
Meeting and then it was time for a short break
before attending the Flower Show Awards Banquet.
Again, an array of gastronomic delights for us to
enjoy. As a stand-in for Betty Tapping, Stan
Schwartz did the presentation of the Awards which
had been ably prepared by Lucille Goodin and
Jeanne Katzenstein. Earle DeRoche took over the
Auction, and did we have fun...


July 14 .......There was a Judges critique
conducted by Frances Batcheller. Members of the
judging panel were all raving about how much they
had learned. A breakfast honouring the Host
Chapter, A.G.G.S. Chapters and Members at Large
followed.


Oar next lecture was given by Christian
Feuillet of France, but who I believe, is now
associated with the Smithsonian. He has spent some
time researching in the Guianas, and took us
through a very comical and informative tour of this
area. Again hand work, but he made it seem so
enjoyable that we felt we would just have to make
that trip. Another lecture on Hybridizing Episcias
followed, but I did not attend that event. I took a
break before attending the Luncheon which honored
the A.G.G.S. Growers and Friends-at-Large. Then
it was time to collect our plants from the Show
room and one last visit to the Sales Room. The day
culminated with a trip to Ile d'Orleans, via
Montmorency Falls, where we dined in an old
Farmhouse, on a hill surrounded by green commons
and overlooking the St. Lawrence River. As the


night settled in we could see , in the distance, the
City of Quebec in all its lit splendour, giving the
impression that a jewel had been dropped from the
sky. We were royally entertained by a local
orchestra and a troupe of Quebec Folk dancers. The
spirit soon spread among us and some of as joined
in to do out bit on the dance floor, albeit, there were
some who were not as proficient as others. A
beautiful evening concluded, we returned to the
Hotel to prepare for our departure the following
morning.


There were many other happy moments that
took place during the visit. Memories that will
remain for a long time. The graciousness and
helpfulness of everyone we met, the vitality of the
city which, partly due to the summer festival, was
so alive. It provided for with a variety of
entertainment and the only cost was the time we
spent to look or listen. One could enjoy the
Chamber orchestra with its renditions of Bach,
Haydn, and Debussy, or the artful individual who
played Thais' Meditation and Traumerie on a group
of wine glasses filled with water, or the trampoline
artist who seemed to reach the sky, or the artist who
was either painting the face of a child or capturing
her winsomeness on canvas, while the proud
parents stood by or the memory of the smile and
warm "thank you" from the not so mobile senior
citizen whom I gave a hand while crossing the
street, or the long walk with Jack Schachner up the
Grande-Allee, where we popped in to one of the
many sidewalk Cafes for a drink, or maybe the early
morning breakfast with Inez and Eleanor, or the late
evening dinner with Pat Smith, or the tete-a-tete
with Gloria Kahle or just an early morning walk on
the Dufferin Terrace while the entire City slept and
the only sounds were .the twittering of birds in a
nearby tree, the buzz of a motor from the lower city
or a voice calling out from miles away. Only an
early riser enjoys this moment of contemplation and
bliss that is found before the daylight breaks
through and before the world starts to bustle and
hurry.


It was a beautiful Convention and it was
over but not without regrets as well. Regrets that we
had not spent enough time with the dear friends
with whom we have so much in common, regrets
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because we had not spent more time getting to
know the new friends we had met, but in spite of it
all we look forward to our next encounter which
will be in Baltimore next year. For those of you
who have not experienced a Convention I
recommend it and urge you to attend. Like me, you
will be hooked.


**************


PROMISE YOURSELF


.......to think only of the best, to work only
for the best and expect only the best; to talk health,
happiness and prosperity to every person you meet;
to be so strong that nothing can disturb you & peace
of mind; to took at the sunny side of everything and
make your optimism come true; to wear a cheerful
countenance at all times and give every living
creature you meet a smile; to give so much time to
the improvement of yourself that you have no time
to criticize others.


The Optimists Creed


Do You Know?
By Monte


Watler


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the meaning of the three
numbers which are shown on your fertilizer label.
(e.g.15-30-15) the first number represents the
percentage of nitrogen contained in the fertilizer.
This component develops strong growth. The
second number is the amount of phosphorus which
induces flowering and the third number represents
potassium, which will develop a strong root system 


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . that constant feeding
means fertilizing every time you water. However,
your fertilizer should only be applied at quarter
strength of the amount recommended. Usually 1/4
teaspoon per gallon of water. A drop of Superthrive
added to the mixture has proven to be beneficial.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  that there are two types
of mealy bugs. The type that attack the leaf axils
and blossoms and the soil mealy bugs which attack
the root system and the stem adjacent to the soil.
They are covered with white fuzz which resembles
little bits of cotton, and which seems impervious to
insecticides. A solution of rubbing alcohol(Isopryl)
mixed at a ratio of two parts alcohol to one part
water, placed in a mister, and sprayed directly on
the bugs will eradicate them.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . That cool temperatures are a
requisite for Streptocarpus and that they will bloom
in medium light.
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President's Message


I think we can all be pleased with our
October Open House. The weather was great, the
crowds kept coming and showed real interest in
both our plant displays and our sales table, each of
which provided an excellent variety. One member
(who shall be nameless having been ‘bullied’ into
bringing a plant for showing was very pleasantly
surprised when one of our very prolific growers
admitted that she had never been able to get that
plant to bloom-- which should encourage all of you
to start planting for the spring show.


In the meantime, our November meeting
should help us with safer ways to protect our plants.


Our Xmas social, coming early in December
before we experience the overkill of ‘just too many
parties all crowded together', should be an
enjoyable affair. It is really a time for expressing
your culinary creativity.


Betty Wangenheim.


PROGRAMME


PRESENTATION BY SAFER'S
NOMINATION


Nov 11


XMAS SOCIAL


Dec 9
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A Bedtime Story for 2500 A.D.


ONCE UPON A TIME ...........
Many, many years ago the earth, as we know it
today, did not exist. It was, at that time, called the
"Garden of Eden” it was a beautiful place filled
with green trees, grass and flowers. The water was
pure and the earth abounded with beautiful birds
and fish. Animals, of all types, roamed the verdant
hills and also the snow covered areas of the North
and South poles. The air was fresh and free of
pollution. For many centuries our ancestors lived
off the land; they understood Mother Nature and
would do nothing to upset her because they
realized that their very existence depended on her.
As the years went by the population multiplied
and men grew wiser technically, but it clouded
their minds and cupidity took over. While
developing their skills and improving themselves
their rapacity increased and so did their demands
on the universe. Soon forests, as they were known
in those days, were being destroyed to fill the
necessities of mankind. Great tracts of wooded
areas  were burned and chemicals were developed
to make the destruction easier. At the same time
very little thought was being given to the adverse
effect the destruction and the use of chemicals
were having on human beings and their
surroundings. As the inhabitant's increased, so did
the demand for more food; and for many other
extravagances of our forefathers. More and more
of the forests were destroyed and no attempt was
made at afforestation. After exhausting one area
they moved on to another until it was completely
destroyed. Then, some very wise groups realized
what was happening; suddenly they became aware
of global warming and that the ozone layer, which
protected the earth and its inhabitants from the
sun, was being destroyed because of the amount
of chemicals being released in the atmosphere.
Oxygen levels were being lowered, acid rain was
befouling the waters and the entire universe was
being polluted. They preached, pleaded and
demonstrated, but no one would listen. They were
accused of hindering progress. The politicians
then took up the cause, but it was done mainly to
appease the protesters and to ensure votes; they


kept promising to do something about the
predicament, but everyone knew that it was only
lip-service and that they would never do anything
to impede the destruction. Years passed and each
generation was responsible for more and more
devastation until, the trees died out; the grass and
flowers vanished and all living creatures, with the
exception of man, became extinct. Because the
trees had been extirpated, the oxygen supply was
diminished and soon the animals, birds and
insects also died. Man, being wise, had to redirect
his wisdom to invent other contraptions in order
for us to survive. That is the reason why, today,
we are wearing Oxygen masks and tanks in order
to breathe and protective clothing to shield us
from the death rays of the sun. Living is a lot more
cumbersome and much less healthy than it was in
the good old days, but that is the price that we
have to pay for the folly of our forefathers.
Someday, I promise, I will take you to the
Smithsonian where you can see what wild life was
all about and where you will see replicas of plants,
animals, birds and insects. Good night, and steep
well dear children. Please do not forget to plug in
your oxygen before going to bed.


*********** Monte Watler


What would the world be,


once bereft


of wet and of wildness?


Let them be left,


0 let them be left,


wildness and wet;


Long live the weeds and the


wilderness yet.


by Gerard Manley Hopkins
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Do You Know?


By Monte


Watler


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . that Gesnerias cannot be allowed
to dry out. Unlike most other varieties, Streptocarpus
for instance, if they are allowed to dry out they cannot
be revived. It is Adios, Goodbye, Au Revoir.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . that Aeschynanthus hildebrandii
(hildebrandtii) which is originally from Burma is an
epiphyte. It thrives in cool temperatures of 65°-75° but
easily adapts itself to warmer conditions. It prefers
good drainage. Soil should be kept slightly moist but
on the dry side.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . that, although a slower means of 
reproduction, most plants can be propagated by leaves.
They should be placed in vermiculite that has been
moistened, (not sogging wet) and enclosed in a
propagation box. The ideal temperature should be
between 70°-80°. Lower temperatures will retard root
formation.


.. that most gesneriads prefer a low acid soil. The acid
in your soil can be regulated by adding dolomite lime
chips to your mixture. Finely crushed egg shells may
also be used as a substitute.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . that if you are misting your plants
the water should be at least 100°F, not tepid, as when
watering. Use a fine spray and by the time the spray
has reached the plants it will have cooled to the
appropriate temperature.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . that each and everyone can help to 
increase the A.G.G.S. Frances Batcheller Endowment
fund by making contributions in honour, or in
memoriam of your friends and family, and also by
arranging fund raising schemes, such as raffles,
auctions and plant or bake sales.


the rootage M.E.W.


alba L. albus white


amabilis L. lovely, attractive


aspera L. asper rough, uneven


asperifolia L. asper rough & folium leaf


barbata L. barbatus bearded


calochlamys G. kalos beautiful- chlamys mantle


canescens L. canens grey, white


cauleseans L. caulis stalk, stem


coccinia L. coccineus scarlet


cuneifolia L. cuneus  wedged & folium leaf


cupreata L. cuprum coppery


elegans L. elegant, select


erecta L. erectus uptight, erect


erubescens L. erubesco to blush, redden


flava L. flavens yellow, gold


glabrata L. glabar bald, hairless


gracilis L. slim, slender


grandis L. full grown, tall, large


guttata L. gutta spotted, speckled


hirsuta L. hirsutus hairy


hirta L. hirtus hairy


humilis L. low growing


lineata L. linea striped


lurida L. luridus pale yellow


macrantha G. makros large & antheros flower


macrophyllo G. makros large & phylla leaf


macropoda G. makros large & podos(foot)tuber


maculata L. macula spot, stain


magnifica L. magnificus grand, splendid


marmoratus L. marmoreus marble-like


micranthus G. mikros small & anthos- flower


microphylla G. mikros small & phylla leaf


nervosa L. nervosus strong, vigorous


nobilis L. notable, fine, excellent


parasitica L. parasita parasite


parvifolius L. parvus small & folium leaf


pauciflora L. pauculi very few & flos flower


perennis L. perennial


porphyrotrichus G. porphuros purple & tricos hair


puchella L. pulcher beautiful


pumilla L. pumili dwarf


punctata L. punctum dotted


pusilla L. pusillus bit, trifle, small


regina L. queen, princess, noble


repens L. repere creeping


sanguinea L. sanguis blood


saxorum L. saxum bolder, rock


silvaticus L. silva growth, mass, abundance


sinensis G. sinai chinese


speciosa L. specious beautiful, handsome


spinosa L. spinosus thorny, prickly


stenophylla G. stenos narrow & phylla leaf


strigosa L. short, bristlelike hair


tomentosum L. tomentum matted wooly hairs


tuberosa L. tuber lump, & rosa, rose


villosus L. villus hairy, shaggy
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THE BEE


The above photostat is a copy of a
photograph kindly mailed to me by Yvonne
Lambert and bears out the following tale.


The Toronto African Violet Society (of
which I am a member) held their annual show in
the Floral Hall of the Civic Garden Centre on May
26 and 27. The theme was 'Violets Centre Stage'.
One of the design classes I entered was 'Carmen'
which had to be a plant arrangement with a
Spanish touch.


The procedure at the TAVS show is that
Saturday morning is for entries, with judging to
start at 2:30 PM. The show is open to the public at
noon on Sunday, and the designers are allowed to
refresh their blossoms if necessary on that
morning. I duly arrived about 11:30 to do so. As
I passed my 'Carmen' design, there was a bee
hanging from one of the devil's horns. My initial
reaction was 'Who's playing a joke on me? it must
be Bud Tapping', but then the feet of the bee
moved and I thought 'No, not even Bud would risk
a sting to play a joke'.


I realized the back door was open and the
poor little critter must have flown in from outside,
spied the blossoms on the plant, made a beeline


for the nectar and impaled himself on the sharp
point of the horn. At the day's end, as I vigorously
shook the horn, he fell off, staggered a few steps,
lifted himself and weakly flew under the covering
of a parallel show table.


I expect if he had managed his feat and
moved his feet the previous day, the judges would
have eliminated the design for consideration (no
pests allowed); then again, they might have given
it a special award for dedication beyond the norm.


Inez.


*************


While I am warm and living, give me now


My need of praise;


And I shall use it as a kindly lamp 


To light the days


I do the Newsletter.


If I have virtues, and you give them name, 


'Twill help me on;


'Tis odd that they should be invisible 


Till I am gone,


And no longer doing the Newsletter. 


I want no glowing eulogy poured forth 


In Heaven's ear;


If you would hymn my praises, hymn them now 


While I am here


Doing the Newsletter.
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THE LADYBUG


'Did you notice how much more plentiful
ladybug's (which are actually beetle's) were in
your yard this year? I did and mentioned it to a
friend who suggested they had probably escaped
from centres utilizing them to control their
harmful plant pests rather than using insecticides.


Within the common ladybug species there
are many kinds of wing markings; there may be 2,
4, 12 or 20 spots on their wings and such spots
may be regular or irregular.


With the exception of one type of ladybug
found in Japan which eats leaves, all others appear
to exist mainly on aphids and scale. To locate a
ladybug look for a plant that has ants busily going
up and down its stalk. Aphids secrete a sweet
substance which the ants love and they will
consequently attack ladybugs on behalf of the
aphids.


We were given a mum as a house gift in
March. When it finished blooming I planted it
outdoors very near a peony bush, which bush the
ants seem to think belongs to them. For two
consecutive days in late September I spotted a
ladybug on the mum and she appeared to have
hardly moved position; maybe it was an early
Thanksgiving for her. In winter she hibernates till
spring under fallen leaves or in deep crevices
around tree roots, existing on the food her body
stored during the autumn.


She lays her tiny, bright yellow eggs on a
plant that gets lots of sunlight and is covered with
aphids or scale so there wilt be plenty to eat for
the larvae when they develop from the eggs. The
yellow eggs (I guess she has the sunlight serve as
a protecting camouflage for their yellow
colouring) turn pale white within several days and
then the hairy-bodied and long-legged larvae
emerge, which look like small dragons. They
destroy more aphids than their mother, so take
care that you do not kill what looks like a 'horrible
little bug'. The next stage as a pupae is when the
wings, legs and antennae of the adult ladybug are


formed.


She is a voracious little predator and
hardly what one would term a 'lady', but certainty
a boon to mankind, and it is said her name can be
traced back to the Middle Ages when she was
dedicated to the Virgin.


So, if you have an aphid problem, are you going to
go find yourself a ladybug? Trouble is I don't
know if the Ladybug Union allows her to work in
the winter.


Inez


**********************


PETROCOSMEA FLACCIDA


For those who are not familiar with
Petrocosmea flaccida, I displayed one in a tiny
bonsai container at the Open House; there were a
few of its leaves on the sales table.


I have read that Petrocosmeas require a
rather rich growing medium with an added touch
of lime, lots of light and, like Streptocarpus, they
prefer a cool temperature. My specimen was not
given these ideal conditions and yet it presently
has 11 blossoms. My growing conditions must be
why my Petrocosmea nervosa never did bloom.


It appears flaccida is a tough little cookie.
No wonder she holds her vivid purple blossom
heads so high -- she has done the work herself. I
think she is definitely a plant worth growing.


Inez


**********************
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CHECK YOUR I.Q. (IMAGINATION QUOTIENT)


1. SAND


  MAN   
2. BOARD


  STAND  
3.         I


4. |R|E|A|D|I|N|G|


  WEAR  
5.    LONG


6. LE     VEL


KNEE
7. LIGHT


8. DEATH/LIFE


9. ECNALG


10.      0     
   M.D.
   Ph.D. 
  D.D.S.


11. 11 11
 O  O


CHAIR
12. 


13. T
O
U
C
H


14. GROUND
   FEET 
   FEET 
   FEET 
   FEET 
   FEET
   FEET


15. GEGS
GGSE
EGSG


My son, Casey, brought me this sheet a few years ago, and trying to determine the answers
entertained and frustrated me. I have been meaning to pass the frustrations on to you for a long time.


To aid you, the answers to No. 1 is 'sand box'. The answer to the balance I will give you for Xmas;
unless you become so frustrated you find the need to 'phone me before then.


Inez.
The Winning Trainer, Ellington,  J.E., 1974
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We are sorry, but we forgot to include the
amount of the postage due for the A.G.G.S.
subscription in the renewal form that was sent to
you last month. Subscription Fee should have
read:


Single 1 year $18.00 + $3.00 postage =$21.00
Family 1 year $19.00 + $3.00 postage =$22.00
Single 3 year $50.00 + $9.00 postage =$59.00
Family 3 year $53.00 + $9.00 postage =$62.00


We apologize for this oversight and for
any inconvenience it may have caused you.


REMINDER: THE DEAD LINE FOR
SUBSCRIPTIONS IS NOVEMBER 15, 1990.


WELCOME
TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS


Sister Margaret Ann 
St. John’s Convent 
1 Botham Road 
Willowdale, Ont. 
M2N 2J5
Tel. 226-2201


Edith & Fleet Baille
43 Thorncliffe Park Dr. 
Apt. # 814
Willowdale, Ont.
M4H 1J4
Tel. 425-9140


Petra Makowensky 
37 Mill St.
Ajax, Ont.
L1S 6J4
Tel. 427-9377


we inform you of the death of Bill Robertson.
Bill and his wife, Eleanor, joined the Society in
1988 and have been regular attendants since that
time. We extend our deepest and sincerest
sympathy to Eleanor and the family.


Yet cat wounds heat slowly,
it would seem,


But gradually the yearning
pain will cease


Thus will your grief become
a hallowed dream


 And, in its stead, will come
a strange new peace


(Margaret E. Bruner)


Thank You Jackie and Bob Patterson and
our gratitude to you for donating such a liberal
amount of plants to our sales table. Due to the
Pattersons' overwhelming generosity we will have
a large variety of named miniature Begonias,
Streptocarpus and Saintpaulias for sale at our next
meeting. May we suggest that, as an insurance,
you propagate these plants and donate the
offspring to the sales table at our Spring show.
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There is no President's message this
month. There has been no response to 3
phone calls to Betty's answering machine
oven a period of 4 days. I can only think she
may have had to go out west again; I know
her sister has not been well.


At any rate, on her behalf, I wish
you all a very Merry Xmas and a Happy
New Year.


This was my last page to be
completed for this month's newsletter and,
as I was working on it, the mail arrived.
How pleased I was to receive an article by
our Ron Myhr for insertion in next month's
issue. It is always a pleasure to read
anything written by him.


I wish you would all make a New Yean's
Resolution to submit at least one article during
1991.


Inez.
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PLAYBACK
By The 'Listener'


Following our regular monthly welcome
from Betty, Monte was called upon, to read the
names of our 1991 Executive which were accepted
by all present.


Monte mentioned that many of the plants on
the sales table had been donated by the Pattersons.


Betty reminded us that December 9th is our
Xmas Social. If you are bringing something that
needs reheating, you can come as early as 11:30.
The lunch will start at 1:30. Members were told to
invite their spouse, family member or friend to
celebrate this occasion. There will be a voluntary
gift exchange; if you bring one, you take one.


Members were informed that we have
applied to A.G.G.S. to host the convention i n
Toronto in 1993 or 1994. It is not too early to begin
planning and fund-raising for this event.


Josi started off Show and Tell with her
hybrid Sinningia 'Toronto 10'. She also showed
Sinningia seedlings grown by John Duncan which
were shared with the members. Kitty Belshaw
showed her Saintpaulia 'Strawberry Lace', and
Monte his Sinningia 'White Sprite' in a glass bowl,
a very compact Sinningia speciosa and Sinningia
'Diego'.


Rosemary Dobson informed the members


the Master Gardener group is accepting four
members this year if anyone may be interested.


Betty announced we would take a short
break and members rushed off to the sales table.


Once we were reseated with our purchases
and coffee refills, Betty introduced our guest
speaker, Marie Golanch, from the Safer Company.
Marie began her talk by asking if we were ready for
our bio garden, explaining 'bio' means 'life' --
therefore bio gardening is life in your garden, and
said we could achieve this by incorporating four
basic pest management rules, viz.,


1. General plant health;
2. Beneficial insects;
3. Insect traps to monitor pest populations,
and
4. Natural insecticides and plant care
products to control pest problems without
upsetting the balance of nature.


Marie supplemented her programme with
slides and brought along many Safer products
which were distributed to the members. A number
of brochures are in our cupboard if anyone who was
absent would like one.


See you in December.


XMAS SOCIAL


THE CIVIC GARDEN CENTRE


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9TH, 1:30 P.M.


SAVOURIES AND SWEETS 
GIFT EXCHANGE


AUCTION
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.. . . . . . . . . . . . that the LADY BUG is not a bug
but a beetle and that its original name was LADY
BIRD, but apparently through mispronunciation
the derivative of Lady Bug is now being used and
accepted. Another misnomers for this little helper
is LADY COW, but please don't ask me to explain
that one.


.. . . . . . . . . . . that Columnea 'EARLY BIRD' is a
cross between (C. arguta x Yellow Dragon) and
was hybridized by Lyndon Lyon in 1962. An
excellent all year bloomer. It is very floriferous
having orange - red flowers with a bright yellow
throat extending across the corolla lobes. It is a
MUST for the beginner.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . that there was a series of
Columneas registered by Cornel University in
1963 known as the "Campus Series". They were
hybridized by Lee and Sherk during their time at
Cornel. Among them were 'Campus Favourite',
'Campus Gem', 'Campus Queen' and 'Campus
Sunset'.


I would be interested in hearing from
anyone who may stilt have them in cultivation, or
from anyone who may be aware of where they
may be purchased.


.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . that Cobananthus calochlamys
which is now being grown by some of our
members was originally described as Alloplectus
calochlamys.(page 62 Miracle House Plants.)
Leaves are covered with dense silvery hairs. The
small yellow blossoms, which are insignificant,
are outshone by the very attractive salmon
coloured calyces. They are about 1/4 inch in
diameter and are prominently displayed against its
silvery foliage. Being an epiphyte it requires a
light soil with growing conditions similar to those
necessary for Columneas.


Not only are Smithianthas beautiful
bloomers but they also possess very attractive
foliage. Beautifully shaped leaves with a great
variety of colour. Scalloped and quite velvety the
leaves are often interwoven with contrasting
colours of green on dark maroon giving each leaf
a carpet like appearance. It is equally satisfying to
grow them for their foliage as it is for the very
generous amount of bell-shaped flowers which
they produce. The plant itself is quite erect and
unlike the Kohleria it is not inclined to fall all
over the place. It is a rhizomatous plant but need
not go into complete dormancy. It will continue to
grow and branch if it is cut back. The tip cuttings
are very easily propagated, and will produce
blossoms while they are quite small. Some of the
old standbys are;- cinnabarina. which is quite a
hairy plant with leaves that are a mixture of
maroon and green;- zebrina dark velvety leaves
with purplish brawn colouring.


Some of the more popular hybrids are
Abbey, Capistrano and Vespers.


The compact varieties Little One and
Little Yellow are even more popular due to their
tidy growth pattern. One of the latest to appear on
the sales table is Barbara. A little larger in size
than Little Yellow it produces a mass of peach
coloured blossoms above the green and maroon
foliage. Two early hybrids were Orange King and
Rose Queen, but neither of these can be found
and one can only presume that they have now
become extinct. Smithianthas should be potted in
a loose mix to which some extra lime has been
added. They are heavy feeders, but will blossom
even under low light conditions.


********** MW
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WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING
NEW MEMBERS 


Leo Infuso
1093 Royal York Rd 
Toronto, Ont.
M8X 2G8
Tel: 233-2401


Andrew McNeill 
81 Sweeney Drive
Toronto, Ont. 
M4A 1T6
Tel: 757-2704


**********


THANK YOU to those members who
faithfully served on the Executive during 1990, and
to those who have accepted the responsibility of the
positions on the Executive for 1991. The strength of
the Society is in its Executive and we are most
grateful to each and every one of you for taking up
this task. A special "Thank You" to our new
Member Andrew McNeill, who, after joining the
Society at our November meeting, promptly
responded to my appeal for a volunteer to fill the
position of Welcoming Chairman. The list of the
New Executive members will be published in the
January newsletter.


**********


A BIT OF HUMOUR .........


A fellow was walking along the street one
day with two small boys, each waiting loudly. A
neighbour yelled to him, asking what was the
matter. "What's wrong with the whole world",
replied the man. "I've got three pieces of candy and
each boy wants two"!


..........A BIT OF WISDOM


GRATITUDE is the hardest of all emotions
to express. There is no word capable of conveying
all that one feels. Until we reach a world where
thoughts can be adequately expressed in words
THANK YOU will have to do.


- Lord Halifax


What’s 
Bugging


You?


SOIL MEALY BUGS Very minute, white,
waxlike bugs approximately 1/16 of an inch
resembling grains of perlite. Usually brought in by
using soil that has not been sterilized, or by other
infected plants. Insects feed on the roots of the plant
eventually causing its demise. It will rapidly spread
throughout your collection. Eliminate badly
infected plants. Discard the soil from the remainder
of your plants and wash their root system under
running warm water. Spray with a mixture of
Isopryl, water and insecticidal soap. Apply some
systemic granules to the top of the soil and water in.


LEAF MEALY BUG Larger than those found in
the soil. They lay their eggs in cottony heaps on the
leaves of bloom stalks. Usually brought in by other
infected plants, but can also spread by your
handling of plants after having contact with other
infected areas. Most effective treatment if to spray
with a mixture o Isopryl (Rubbing alcohol) at a
ratio of 1 part water to 2 parts alcohol. Insecticidal
soap may be added. Continue treatment on a weekly
basis until all evidence of an infestation disappears.


SPRINGTAILS Annoying little bugs that jump
around after a watering. Feed on decaying organic
matter, but not harmful to plants. If you wish to
eliminate them use 1 Tbsp of Bleach to 1 quart of
water and water in. Some people will shudder at
this treatment, but I find it quite effective and not
harmful to the plants. However, you have any
doubts, experiment with one on two plants before
treating your entire collection. 


SYMPHILIDS are much like Springtails but do
not leap around. Will disappear under bright light,
but will make an appearance if the soil is disturbed.
Treatment if the same as it to for Springtails.


(to be continued).
M.W.
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WHAT A FAMILY OF PLANTS!!


They remind me of my family; one will not
eat rice; another cannot stand any goodie made with
lemon; three of them won't each anything made
with raisins; they all profess they hate onions -they
don't know I dice them up so small they are not
aware of what they are consuming. You can fool
humans but you can't fool nature.


Having to contend with such idiosyncrasies
of those I can't help loving, wouldn't you think I
would have had the good sense to pick a family of
plants that all like the same care: or at least confine
my acquisitions to those that will gladly tolerate the
same care.


I find growing gesneriads requires a good
memory as to which plant likes what, and a good
memory I definitely lack. So I am attempting to list
all the main indoor growing tips I can find on each
variety, as much for my benefit as yours;


I want them readily accessible rather than
having to look through a number of periodicals and
reading a lot of extraneous information. The variety
will not be in alphabetical order but rather what is
most quickly available to me at the time. So we
start with:


STREPTOCARPUS


CONTAINER:


Grow in a shallow pot no bigger than 2-1/2"
until the first blooming at least.
A 4" pot is the largest that should be used
for a mature plant.


GROWING MEDIUMS:


Long fibred sphagnum moss; or 
1/3 to 1/2 potful] of limestone chips topped
with long fibred sphagnum moss;
Straight peat; or
1 part peat and 1 part perlite; or
1 part each of soil, peat and perlite; A light,
porous medium is a must.


LIGHT:


12 to 14 hours under fluorescent
lights, about 7" from the tubes.


TEMPERATURE:


50 -70°


WATERING AND FEEDING:


Wet roots are a NO NO. Water only when
the top half or so of the growing medium is
dry; i.e., grow on the dry side.
1/4 of manufacturer's suggested amount of
fertilizer to a gallon of water with every
watering.
Once monthly water should be flushed
straight through to leach out fertilizer
buildup.
If peat is in the growing medium,
about once monthly water with a solution of
1 tsp dolomite lime or 1/2 tsp Epsom salts
to one gallon
of water. Dissolve the lime or salts in hot
water and cool before watering.


HUMIDITY:


Should be 45 - 50% around the plant.


SUMMERING:


If heat become excessive, remove a few of
the bigger, outside leaves. There will not be
such a loss of moisture by the plant.
Now, are you ready for this. For best
growing results you should know whether
your S-tieptocakpus would be termed a
forest or rock dweller. If a rock dweller it
will dislike a peat mixture; if a forest
dweller it will like a peat mixture. How can
you tell without being told? You have to
wait until the first seed pod:
Long and slender - Forest dweller; Short
and fat - Rock dweller.
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The answers to the Imagination Quotient teasers
given in last month's newsletter are as follow:


1. Sandbox.


2. Man overboard.


3. I understand.


4. Reading between the lines.


5. Long underwear.


6, Split level.


7. Neon Light.


8. Life after death.


9. Backward glance.


10. 3° below zero.


11. Circles under the eyes.


12. Highchair.


13. Touchdown.


14. Six feet underground.


15. Scrambled eggs.


*********


If you participate in the gift exchange at the
Xmas Social, the gift can be plant material or
anything else you wish.


Please try to bring something for the auction.


I want you to take particular note of Pages 


   4 and 5. These are the finished product    
submitted by Monte for the printer. So would    
someone please tell me why I am supposedly doing
the newsletter when he does such an excellent job.
Is he trying to make me feel needed? Believe me,
Monte, I don't need to feel needed.


*********


John Beaulieu had said he might come up
with a new frontispiece for this December issue,
but I guess he just didn't have time. At any rate,
John, thank you again for the September to
November sheets. His is the gesneriad Xmas tree
we have used for a number of years and are using
again this year; I find it very clever. I don't know if
you have seen some of his cartoons -- I think he
could easily say "Move over, Ben Wicks".


*********


On Sunday evening, November 18th, I had
occasion to go down to the family room and
chanced to look at the light garden. One of my
Sinningias 'Striped Leo', has a yellow name stick in
it and there on the stick was a Ladybug. I was
pleased to see her but I do hope she didn't find
anything to eat!! I have not seen her since and have
never had one indoors before. After my article last
month, I am wondering why she wasn't outside
gorging herself or hibernating.


*********
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The House and Porch gardens magazine
once carried an item that advised there is an
optimum time in the daily growth cycle to take a
cutting -approximately 11:00 A.M. (Standard
time, I presume). Apparently sugars stored in the
leaves and stems are at their peak then, having
been produced in the morning light, cool
temperature and abundant carbon dioxide, and
these sugars will be available to the rooting
cutting.


**********


The following is for the benefit of those
indoor gardeners who are plagued with their
cat(s)sleeping amongst their plants:
'An old lady (not I), troubled with neighbours' cats
sunning themselves amongst her favourite alpines,
wrote to a national newspaper that she had
discovered a cure, viz.,
Lay a length of the inner tube of a bicycle tire on
the lawn and the cats will think it's a snake and
avoid the garden.'


**********


I have read that it has long been said that
banana skins laid just below the surface of the soil
are very good for roses. They apparently rot
quickly and provide a considerable quantity of
calcium, magnesium, sulphur, phosphates, sodium
and silica.


I wonder what a small piece might do for
a potted gesneriad. I think I might try it with one
of my duplicate varieties.


**********


I have also read that in the Lady's Annual
Register of 1840, farmers were advised to save the
water in which they boiled their potatoes, and to
sprinkle the water over their garden plants. The
liquid supposedly destroyed all insects in every
stage from egg to adult. This would seem to be an
exaggeration, but there may be an element of
believability -the potato water could have acted as
an adhesive.


*********


PROGRAMME


1991


DOG SHOW Jan 13


STREPTOCARPUS -- Dr. Dickinson, Asst. Curator Feb10
in Charge, Royal Ontario Museum Botany Dept.


Page 8





